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PREFACE. 



In some Gertnan Letters on English Education^ 
written by Dr. Wiese during his tour in 1876, this 
passage occurs : ''Nelson's words to his men before 
the battle of Trafalgar are well known, and who- 
ever resides in England has plenty of opportunities 
of observing in the family life, and elsewhere in 
the actions of men, the effects of a wide-spread 
and deep sense of duty ; every child that learns 
the English Catechism carries from it into life the 
command everywhere to do its duty." But the 
author also says, " Of all the contrasts which the 
English mode of thinking and acting shows, none 
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has appeared to me so striking and contradictory 
VLB the fact that a nation which has so great and 
sacred a sense of duty makes no use of that idea 
in the school education of the young; it has 
rather allowed it to be the custom, and it is an 
evil custom, to regard the prospect of reward and 
honour as the chief impulse to industry and exer- 
tion." 

It is partly with the view of assisting, in some 
humble measure, to keep before the eyes of our 
people this idea of dut>% as dra\vn by the Church 
from the Ten Commandments, that the follo\idng 
pages arc published; partly, also, because it is 
believed that very many, even among educated 
Christians, have little notion either of the way in 
which those holy Commandments are binding upon 
thcm^ or of the extent to which they are constantly 
broken by thenu 
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In showing that obedience must be in the spirit 
and not merely in the letter, the writer has been 
greatly aided both by the Rev. M. F. Sadler (in 
that Church Teacher^ s Manual which is among the 
most valuable of his many excellent publications), 
and by the Rev. S. Clarke, in* the Speaker's Com- 
mentary. 

He would be very thankful if any words of his, 
from whatever source derived, might lead others to 
prize more highly, for themselves and for their 
children, the Church Catechism, not only as an 
instruction in faith, but also as a guide to duty ; 
and specially to mark the exceeding breadth of 
those Divine Laws which show us our duty — to 
trace their close connexion with our Divine faith — 
and to use the access which they abundantly open 
to us, for Christ's sake, into the Divine King- 
dom. 
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May that gracious Spirit of Truth, which has 
taught us that without faith it is impossible to 
please God, and that without holiness no man shall 
see the Lord, impart to us more and more of the 
faith which worketh by love, and incline our hearts 
to that holy obedience which proves the reality of 
our belief! 
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THE RULE OF GOD'S 
COMMANDMENTS. 



I. 
Itttrflbvtctorg. 



THE CONNEXION BETWEEN FAITH 

AND DUTY. 



"Jesus answered and said unto him. If a man love Me, he will 
keep My words : and My Father will love him, and We will come 
imto him, and make our abode with him. He that loveth Me not 
keepeth not My sayings : and the word which ye hear is not Mine, 
but the Father's which sent Me. These things have I spoken unto 
you, being yet present with you. But the Comforter, which is the 
Holy Ghost, Whom the Father will send in My Name, He shall 
teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, 
whatsoever I have said unto you."— St. John xiv. 23 — 26, 

The Holy Trinity is the greatest mystery of the 
Christian religion. How is it that this manifesta- 
tion of God is not made to the world, but only to 
the disciples ? Why is it revealed to a poor woman, 

fC B 
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and hidden from a learned man ? What can be the 
reason why the clever artisan lives often as if there 
were no God, while the Christian statesman tries 
to shape his whole life in accordance with the belief 
in a Triune God ? 

The answer to a similar question (as put by St. 
Jude) is here given us by our Blessed Lord. It is 
not merely that ''mysteries are revealed to the 
meek/^ — that the great "truths which wake, to 
perish never," are granted to the listening ear, and 
humble heart, of the "babes in Christ" — but also 
that, when once we can discern the difference 
between good and evil, obedience is the only path 
to full assurance of faith — the doing of the will of 
God, as contained partly in the law of conscience, 
partly in the Holy Scriptures, is the otie way to 
real knowledge of Divine doctrine, to practical 
acquaintance (reverently be it said) with the 
Three Persons of the Sacred Godhead. 

The very order of the Christian year — answer- 
ing, as it does, to the arrangement of the 
Gospel itself — enables us to see more clearly 
the principle just stated. Having brought us, 
step by step, through Advent, Christmas, Epi- 
phany, Lent, to the Cross of Christ, and 
thence, by His Resurrection and Ascension, 
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and by the coming of the Holy Ghost, tp the 
crowning Festival on which we acknowledge the 
glory of the Eternal Trinity, the Church next 
bids us see, in a course of teaching spread over 
many Sundays, the necessity of that thorough 
'* holiness, without which no man shall see the 
Lord" — ^the blessing of that loving obedience, 
which brings us near to God, and shows us that 
He is indeed, to us, the Father, the Saviour, the 
sanctifying, comforting Guide. 

In order to remind ourselves of this — ^this con- 
nexion of obedience with faith, this bearing of 
Christian diligence on the inward peace of full 
belief — let us listen to the Voice which speaks to 
us, one by one, the Ten Commandments. Let us 
come and hear, asking of God that He Himself 
would teach us about Himself, about His Nature, 
His Love, His Work, His Will, His Grace, His 
Peace, His Salvation; and then, as taught of 
God, we shall not only come and hear, but " go 
and do." 

But meanwhile, before we consider each Com- 
mandment separately, with a view to practice and 
faith, let us begin with some general remarks, in 
order to see our way clearly between Mount Sinai 
and Mount Calvary, and thus proceed humbly and 

B 2 
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joyfully onward to the Mount Zion, where the 
Shining Light and the Saving Presence shaU be 
ours for ever. 

I. And first, with regard to the teaching of Jesus 
Christ, as being the same as the teaching of God. 
In one place, indeed, He appears to distinguish 
between the two, saying, " If ye keep My com- 
mandments, ye shall abide in My love ; even as I 
have kept My Father's commandments, and abide 
in His love." * But He is speaking there of the 
Father's will and work, which He, the Everlasting 
Son, came to fulfil, in the perfect sacrifice of Him- 
self, from the time of His being "made flesh;' 
down to His atoning death ! in this sense the 
Father's will for Him, the Father's work which He 
gave Him to do, was different from the duty laid 
upon any of the children of men. But all the 
bidding of the Son was in truth the bidding of 
the Father. This comes out again and again, on 
our Lord's own showing. Thus: "I have not 
spoken of Myself ; but the Father which sent Me, 
He gave Me a commandment, what I should say 
and what I should speak." ^ And again, in the 
text : " The word which ye hear is not Mine, but 
the Father's which sent Me." And again, in the 7th 

> St. John XV. 10. » St. John xu. 49. 
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chapter, ** My doctrine is not Mine, but His that 
sent Me." And again, in the 8th, " I do nothing of 
Myself; but as My Father hath taught Me, I speak 
these things.*' And again, when the Son as the 
Great High Priest is speaking to the Father, He 
saith, " I have given unto them the words which 
Thou gavest Me." ..." I have given them Thy 
word." ' And this, not simply as a Prophet, though 
He was the highest of all prophets; but as the 
Only Son, who could declare, " I and My Father are 
One,*' and could claim therefore equality and unity 
with God — such complete unity as is expressed in 
those words, such complete equality as is expressed 
in these: "What things soever He doeth, these 
also doeth the Son likewise." * But then it fol- 
lows that the words and deeds of the Father, as 
written in the Old Testament, are really the words 
and deeds of the Son before He was made Man. 
For the Father loveth the Son " before the founda- 
tion of the world ;" and therefore our Lord's own 
saying, " The Father loveth the Son, and showeth 
Him all things that Himself doeth,"* must apply 
to the Creation of Adam, and to the Covenant with 
Abraham, and to the Law as given by Moses. 

* St. John xvii. 8. * St. John v. 19 ; x. 3a 

* St. John Y. 20. 
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And so, when the Blessed Son came into the 
worid, to open, by His precious death, the king- 
dom of heaven to all believers, He told men that 
eternal life could still only be inherited by the 
loving obedience which is the work of faith. ** If 
thou wilt enter into life, keep the Command- 
ments."* 

2. And thus, next, though the instruction which 
He conveyed to mankind is of various kinds, the 
Decalogue, the rule of the Ten Commandments, as 
part of that heavenly instruction, is just as necessary 
for us as for the Hebrews who originally heard it. In 
the Revelation, indeed, of the New Testament, one 
great and apparent difference insisted on by our 
Lord is the width of the field of duty covered by 
those true sayings of God, the depth of the spirit 
of obedience required of those who would observe 
them. The Sermon on the Mount must draw 
from us a cry like that of the Psalmist, "Thy 
commandment is exceeding broad." But on that 
very account must we feel that the Command- 
ments are, as I said, quite as necessary for us as 
for the Hebrews. " Circumcision is nothing ;*' 
there is the warning for the Hebrew — ^"and uncirr 

• St, Matt xix. 17. 
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cumcision is nothing;" there is the warning for 
the Christian — " but the keeping of the Command- 
ments of God ;" there is the rule of life to the Jew 
and to the Gentile, meeting in the Church oC 
Christ' Nay, more, those who argue against the 
position that the Ten Commandments are binding 
upon us, and who maintain that these were but a 
Jewish code, forget that the Commandmentsiy 
though gathered into two tables during the 
ministration of Moses, were really long prior to 
Moses, as God's spoken though unwritten law. 
We see this in the crime of Cain, in the incest of 
Reuben — the one breaking what afterwards became 
the Tenth and the Sixth Commandments, the other 
the Fifth and the Seventh. And we notice it very; 
specially in the ordinance of the Sabbath day, as 
dating from the first week of the world's history. 
And taking the whole Decalogue, it has been well 
observed^ that it ''does not set forth what is local, 
or temporary, or peculiar to a single nation. Its 
two tables are a standing declaration of the true 
relation between morality and religion for all 

*• I Cor. vii. 19 ; cf. Gal. v. 6, ** In Jesus Christ neither circum- 
cision availeth anything, lior uncircumcision; but faith which worketE 
by love. " 

• In the Speaker's Commentary, voL i. p. 339. 
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nations and ages/' so that when any one of us 
steals, or commits adultery, or bears false witness, 
or dishonours father or mother, he does not merely 
break a Jewish law, but a plain command intended 
by Almighty God for every soul of man. And so, 
let no man deceive himself. In every Church of 
our land these Commandments are read each 
Sunday morning. Let us give heed to them ; for 
it IS not only the voice of the Father which we hear 
therein, but the voice of that Eternal Son who died 
for US, and who yet assures us that if our faith in 
Him is to be proved true and saving, it must ever 
be shown by our thorough obedience to these. It 
is not only " the wrath of God," but " the wrath of 
the Lamb," which "cometh upon the children of 
disobedience." • 

3. But, further, the injunctions of God, given by 
His Son in the New Testament, have exactly the 
same force and authority as the Commandments 
given by His servant in the Old. It is our Lord 
who again tells us this : '* Whatsoever I speak, even 
as the Father said unto Me, so I speak."* And as, 
on the one hand. He, in His Father's name, "pours 
on the letter of the law the fuller light of the spirit 

» Eph. V. 6; Rev. vi. 16. > St. John xii. 50. 
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of the Gospel,"* so when He gives us, in the doc- 
trines and ordinances of His Gospel, fresh rules and 
appointments, these, it need hardly be said, are 
stamped with the absolute approval of His Father. 
It is just as much our Father's will that we 
should be baptized every one of us, as that we 
should keep His day of rest — ^just as much our 
Father's will that we should partake of the Body 
and Blood of the Lord, as that we should worship 
and bow down to Him. It is not merely that the 
Sacraments of the Gospel were typified in those of 
the Jewish Church, but that the reason for their 
observance is exactly the same as that for the 
observance of the ten sayings of God. It is won- 
derful how much people forget this — ^how those 
who would not willingly break one of those Com- 
mandments of the ancient Covenant, constantly 
and habitually break the Commandments given us 
by the better Mediator— how those who come to 
the holy place because it is the Lord's Day, do not 
scruple to go away from this same place when 
they are invited to be partakers of the Lord's 
Table. Depend upon it, this is but a half-hearted 
obedience — ^may we not even say, it is the 



* Alford on St. Matt. v. 19. 
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obedience of the Jew, not that of the Christian ? 
Let no one think, therefore, that, in opening out 
the Ten Commandments as enjoined afresh by- 
Jesus Christ, it is intended to set aside for a 
moment those other portions of His revelation, 
which, according as we accept them or reject them, 
really test our faith in Him, our regard for Him. 
"He that hath My Commandments, and keepeth 
them, he it is that loveth Me." "Ye are My 
friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you."' 

4. And now let us take away some special 
lessons for ourselves, by way of immediate intro- 
duction to those Holy Commandments of which 
we hope to speak. 

i. See that your children — those whom God has 
graciously given you, or those whom it is your 
privilege to teach — really know the Command- 
ments, word for word. How solemn they are, as 
God's own utterance — how indelible, as written 
and engraved with God's own finger! What a 
disgrace, what a peril, to make any, the least mis- 
take in them! What a mockery to repeat them 
carelessly, as if they were but man's speech and 
man's wisdom ! It was promised for Christ's littie 

* St. John xiv. ai ; xv.^ 14. 
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ones that they should keep God's Commandments. 
How can they keep them, if they do not know 
them ? or how can they know them, if they do not 
diligently learn them ? O Christian parents ! 
Christian teachers:! never put up with slovenliness 
or inaccuracy in anything which pertains to the 
knowledge of God, or the doing of His will! 
Parents, do not be content to leave all this to the 
day-school or the Sunday-school, to the private 
school, or to 'the public school ; but help to bring up 
your children yourselves in the nurture and admo- 
nition of the Lord ! Christian men — you who have 
vigour of mind and body*— do not refuse to assist 
the parents ! Surely it is a noble task to be a 
Sunday-school teacher, and to show even one 
single child the value and the beauty of the Word 
of the Lord our God. 

ii. But again, and very specially, look to it that 
you know them yourselves — that you grasp them 
not bnly in the exactness of the letter, but in the 
depth and fulness of thdr meaning. In the under- 
standing of them be men. Take care that you 
apportion rightly the different sentences of your 
duty towards God and your duty towards your 
neighbour — that you catch the inner spirit of each 
law, and, above all, incline your heart, by God^s 
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help, to keep it — that you do not instantly and 
proudly answer your Lord's heart-searching in- 
quiry, as the ruler answered it, "All these have I 
kept from my youth up."* Be assured, it is rather 
the humble, quiet, watchful remembrance of them, 
under Christ^s cross, which can avail to purify and 
quicken you. ^* Thy words have I hid within my 
heart : that I should not sin against Thee." 

iii. And here something more must be said, 
which perhaps you will say to yourself far better 
than I could say it to you, as these meditations 
come before you and make you, by God's blessing, 
think about the Commandments as spoken to you. 
I mean this : keep them because of your faith — 
because, that is, your faith needs this obedience 
even to keep it alive — because your faith impels 
you to show it by your works — ^because your faith 
bends your very heart and life to be real and true 
in your devotion to Jesus Christ, and in your 
reliance on His most precious Blood. " The work 
of God " is the belief in His Son :' what patience, 
what labours, what self-forgetting zeal, what readi- 
ness to discern great opportunities even in the 
smallest matters, must issue from the belief in Him 

< St. Matt. xix. 20. * St. John vi. 29. , 
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who has told us so much, and done everything for 
us ! " The love of Christ constraineth us " to say- 
to Him, apart from all the world, " Lord, what wilt 
Thou have me to do ?" " With my whole heart 
have I sought Thee : O let me not wander from 
Thy Commandments."' 

iv. Finally, let us remember that our Lord never 
disheartens us. And therefore, when He says to 
us, "When ye have done all those things which are 
commanded you, say, We are unprofitable servants, 
we have done that which was our duty to do,"' He 
does not mean either to chill our zeal, or to deaden 
our hope. He would not have us rely upon our 
merits, and so He checks all boasting whatsoever ; 
but He has in store in heaven a word of unspeak- 
able blessing for all obedient and loving children : 
"Well done, good and faithful servant." And on 
earth, too. He imparts to us gladness of heart and 
certainty of belief, according to that comfortable 
saying of the Holy Ghost : " God giveth to a man 
that is good in His sight, wisdom, and knowledge, 
and joy."' Yes, and our Divine Saviour Himself, 
representing the Three Persons of the Holy 
Trinity, makes this wonderful promise to him, " I 

• Ps. cxix. 10. 'St. Luke xvii. 10. 

• Eccles. ii. 26. 
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will love him, and will manifest Myself to him." 
This, as has been truly said,* is the highest promise 
which can be made to man ; and yet it is made to 
every one who keepeth the Commandments of the 
Lord. 

• By Stier, Redm Jem. 
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Jirst Comntattbmtnt. 



LOVING BELIEF IN GOD. 



** Thou shalt have no other gods before Me."— Exodus xx. 3. 

In some of the Commandments, as given in our 
Bible, we notice a few slight differences from the ver- 
sion to which, as Church people, we are accustomed. 
The ten words, as given us in the Catechism and the 
Communion office, are taken from the "Great Bible," 
published in the year 1539 ; that is, from Cranmer's 
edition of "Matthew's Bible," — ^the same from 
which our Prayer-book Psalter is derived; but 
the Book which we now use is King James I.'s 
Bible, translated in 16 ii by forty-seven learned 
men, at the head of whom stood the great 
Bishop Andrewes. 

There is another point which ought, perhaps, 
to be noticed. An inquiring mind, comparing the 
20th chapter of Exodus and the Sth chapter of 



1 6 THE RULE OF GOD'S COMMANDMENTS. 

Deuteronomy, and finding there two differing 
versions of the Ten Commandments, may ask, 
"How can both of these be said to have been 
written by the finger of God on the tables of stone?" 
It has been supposed by Ewald, a German writer, 
with very good reason, that the original Command- 
ments, as spoken and engraven by the Lord God, 
were all in the same short and simple form in 
which we find the First, Sixth, Seventh, Eighth, and 
Ninth, and that the passages in which the additional 
words are found, varying in the two books, were 
comments delivered by God to Moses, when those 
books were written. Thus the Commandments, 
as " written and engraven in stones/' would run in 
this way : — 
''Thou shalt have no other God before Me. 

Thou shalt not make to thee any graven 
image. 

Thou shalt not take the name of Jehovah thy 
God in vain. 

Thou shalt remember the Sabbath day, to 
keep it holy. 

Thou shalt honour thy father and thy mother. 

Thou shalt not kill. 

Thou shalt not commit adultery. 

Thou shalt not steal. 
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Thou shalt not bear false witness. 

Thou shalt not covet." 

But, in whatever form they are expressed, they 
are (as the Catechism, that faithful witness to 
Holy Writ, reminds us) "the same which God 
spake in the 20th chapter of Exodus, saying, ' I 
am the Lord thy God.' " 

There is another general remark to be made 
about all the ten words. Each Commandment 
forbids some sin, and enjoins some duty. What 
the sins are, we can tell partly from the Old 
Testament, partly from the New. What the 
duties are, the twofold duty towards God and 
towards our neighbour, we gather from the autho- 
ritative instruction of our Lord Himself, as given 
us in the record of the Gospel, and explained to 
us in the Catechism of the Church. There is yet 
one other point to be attended to throughout these 
sayings of God. They apply to every one of us. 
Each begins, " Thou shalt,'* or " Thou shalt not," or 
** Remember that thou keep." No one therefore may 
shift obedience off from himself, as if it concerned 
not him. It is like the teaching of the Sermon on the 
Mount, in which so many of our Lord's sentences 
are spoken directly to individuals. Only here the 
individual is addressed in each single saying. To 

c 
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thee and to thee and to thee, to thee as to me, the 
charge comes home. " The word is nigh thee, even 
in thy mouth and in thine heart, that thou mayest 
do it." 

And now let us go on to consider this First 
Commandment, "the foundation of all true re- 
ligion." ' 

I. Mark what it tells us not to do. "Thou shalt 
have none other gods before My face ;" that is, no 
god is to be believed in, or worshipped, in addition 
to the Lord. If you think for a moment, you see 
that two sorts of sins are forbidden here — the sin of 
having no God, and the sin of having many gods. 
By atheism — that is, by having no God — ^we should 
utterly break the Commandment. It is indeed only 
" the fool " that " hath said in his heart, There is no 
God ;" but there are philosophers, wise in their 
own conceit, who do not see the folly of their 
infidelity, and whom the New Testament brings to 
book, condemning them for not choosing "to retain 
God in their knowledge," though all around they 
might have perceived His manifold testimony to 
Himself. "That which maybe known of God is 
manifest to them; for God hath showed it unto 

* Arden's Manual. 
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them. For the invisible things of Him from the 
creation of the world are clearly seen, being under- 
stood by the things that are made f from these, 
*^even His Eternal Power and Godhead" are 
clearly seen, ** so that they are without excuse : 
because that, when they knew God, they glorified 
Him not as God, neither were thankful ; but became 
vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart 
was darkened. Professing themselves to be wise, 
they became fools ;'* ' and so it was still the fool 
that said in his heart, " There is no God." Fearful 
(is it not?) to know that Buddhism, which has 
more than 4CX) millions under its sway, is simply 
atheism, its creed annihilation— that is, the hope of 
coming to nothing! At the very opposite pole, 
though still covered by this Commandment (so 
" exceeding broad" is it), is the sin of worshipping 
other gods, instead of, or besides, the true God. 
O what a vast number of immortal souls have 
fallen into, this deadly error ! Now, as in St. Paul's 
days, there are many which are called gods, and 
are worshipped. Holy Scripture tells us the names 
of several, such as Baalim and Ashtaroth, the suns 
and the moons of heaven ; Molech, the abomination 

* Rom. i. 19—22, 2$. 
C 2 
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of the Moabites ; Chemosh, the abomination of the 
Ammonites. But even to this day> as in Africa 
and India, there are millions who believe in false 
deities — millions who worship idols, and have no 
real personal God, and, above all, no personal 
Saviour. Most shocking of all, there are actually 
at this present time multitudes of devil worshippers, 
just as at the beginning of the Gospel we hear of 
the Gentiles sacrificing " to devils and not to God." 
It is wonderful and very awful to see what human 
nature will come to when given over to a reprobate 
mind. But is it not also terrible that people in 
England can refuse to help on Christian Missions 
to bring these perishing multitudes back to the 
true faith, to the keeping of the very first of the 
Commandments ? Is it not terrible that there are 
people in England who, so far from wishing to 
convert the heathen, are not even Christians them- 
selves, not even believers in the being of God, His 
providence. His wisdom, or His love? From such 
a state may God preserve us ! Ay, He has mer- 
cifully preserved most of us from this. But yet, is 
there not danger to many among us of breaking 
-this Commandment in the spirit, of acting as if 
God did not hear us, as if His Son would not be 
our Judge, as if .the presence of the Holy Ghost 
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were nothing to us ? Are we not in danger of 
neglecting prayer to Him, of not doing things to 
His glory, of praising ourselves, of putting self first 
and God last ? 

2. But we shall see this more plainly if we con- 
sider, next, what is enjoined upon us by this Com- 
mandment. Happily, we have learnt this since we 
were little children ; we all know that the duty 
laid upon us in this solemn saying of God, is " to 
believe in Him, to fear Him, and to love Him, 
with all our heart, with all our mind, with all our 
soul, and with all our strength." Let us dwell 
awhile on each of these, remembering that since 
He is to be believed in, feared, and loved with all 
our heart and mind, and soul, and strength, every 
other god is hereby at once shut out from our 
faith and our regard. We are to have thorough 
belief in Him — not only to " believe that He is, and 
that He is the rewarder of them that diligently 
seek Him," but also that He is what He has 
revealed Himself to be, the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Ghost. Our faith must rest on the God 
who sent His Son to be the Saviour of the world, 
and whose Spirit abides with the Christian Church 
for ever — ^that Son who said that, because we believe 
in God, we should also believe in Him — that Spirit 
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who is named in the same Name with the Father and 
the Son, as the very and eternal God. Again, we are 
to fear God ; for that fear of the Lord is the very 
beginning of wisdom, and without it we come at 
last to that state of the fool, that utterance of the 
fool, of which we have already spoken. In that 
fear of the Lord we shall hate evil ; in that holy 
fear, we shall remember the four last things. Death, 
Judgment, Heaven, and Hell; in that abiding fear we 
shall set God always before us. Be not offended 
if you are told that you must fear God far more 
than you do. Even apostles had to be reminded 
of their need of this ; and our Lord's word was, 
" I say unto you, my friends^ fear Himy ^ Yes, 
you must fear Him, not, indeed, with a slavish 
fear ; for this must be cast out by the perfect love 
of Christians; but you must so fear Him as to 
keep yourselves from naming Him, as many of 
you often do, in oaths and common talk. You 
must fear Him, because you have been forgiven so 
often ; you must fear Him, because your vain life 
Is coming to a close ; you must fear Him, instead 
of being so irreverent in prayer, so forgetful of His 
Word, so careless as to His will. 

'St. Luke xii. 4, 5. 
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** O, how I fear Thee, livmg God, 
With deepest, tcnderest fears, 
And worship Thee with trembling hope, 
And penitential tears ! " 

But the writer of that most pathetic hymn knew 
that there was a yet better feeling to be experienced 
towards God, something still nearer to the spirit 
of the Commandment. The fear of God should be 
ever with me : — 

** Yet I may love Thee too, O Lord, 
Almighty as Thou art ; 
For Thou hast stoop'd to ask of me, 
The love of my poor heart" 

It is this which must ever be added to the faith 
and fear of God. Not only the hope of His bound- 
less mercy, but also the knowledge of His Fatherly 
kindness and the blessing of His past forgiveness, 
show us that He is altogether lovable. Yes, and 
the abiding presence of the indwelling Comforter 
assures us that we may thus love Him ; " for the 
love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the 
Holy Ghost which is given unto us." * He keeps 
before us, and within us, the remembrance of the 
Cross of Christ — that highest point of the love of 

4 Rom. V. 5. 
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God for us — and then our very thankfulness gives 
us an affection for Him, as the affection of children 
for their father. Indeed, it is exactly this, in its 
truest sense and fullest measure, for "God hath 
sent forth the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, 
crying, Abba, Father " — " dear Father, whom we 
love." Faith brings us to God, fear makes us serve 
Him reverently ; but love draws us on beyond 
these, to count nothing too small wherein to try 
to please Him, nothing too great to sacrifice 
willingly for Him. It is this love of God on which 
our Lord laid such stress when He was unfolding 
the great Commandment. He taught thee, O 
Christian, even as the Israelite was taught, "to 
love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with 
all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all 
thy strength," Only, let us ever remember that 
this implies not simply warmth of feeling, or pas- 
sionate words, but active, increasing, obedience. 
For " this is the love of God, that we keep His 
Commandments," and so this first of the ten great 
words contains more than a charge and warning 
peculiar to itself. Do you not see how it opens 
the gate, and points the way to a diligent, loving, 
life-long observance of all the rest ? 

How earnestly, therefore, we should pray for 
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grace to keep this law ; how constantly we should 
meditate on that which will chiefly constrain us to 
obey it— the "unspeakable gift" of God in the 
incarnation and the death of His own eternal Son ; 
how devoutly we should partake of that Holy 
Sacrament, wherein we show that death, and receive 
Divine pledges of that love ! 

To learn to fix our hearts on Him, to believe in 
Him with an unwavering faith, to fear Him day 
and night, to love Him trustfully, gratefully, to 
make our love thoroughly practical by increasing 
in obedience to His teaching, and submission to 
His will, should be our continual aim — the object 
we ever work for, in the strength of grace so given. 
Godliness^ in a word, is the spirit with which this 
Commandment should daily quicken us. We fancy, 
some of us, that we are very manly, because we 
can excel in this thing or in that, or because we do 
not know what fear is, or weakness of any sort, or 
even, forsooth, because we give way freely to 
youthful lusts, or swear like one long used to it. 
But depend upon it, godliness is the one thing 
that makes true men of us. A really godly man 
is the only manly one, the only one who walks 
forward in the grand beauty of the image of God ; 
who lives for God and not for himself; who honours 
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God in His house, and would not bring Him an 
offering which costs him nothing ; who works for God 
always, and therefore always does his best ; who 
moves as in the presence of God, and so 
detests a lie; who governs his life by the fear 
of God, and purifies himself accordingly; who 
strives to love God and to serve God with all 
his power, and so becomes a very child of 
God, labouring daily for God's rest, and wait- 
ing daily for His call ; who does all to the glory 
of God, and in the Name of His Blessed Son, 
and thus learns to be a Christian indeed; who 
tries to be guided constantly by the Spirit of 
God, and on that very account becomes gradually 
a holy man. 

This it is to be at once godly and manly ; this 
it is which is set before each of us, whatever may 
have been our past transgressions, how great soever 
may be our present temptations ; for this let us 
ever pray, in that old and faithful prayer, that God 
would give us a heart to love and dread Him, and 
diligently to live after His Commandments. 



III. 



THE WORSHIP OF GOD. 



"Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any like- 
ness of any thing that is in Heaven above, or that is in the earth 
beneath, or that is in the water under the earth : thou shalt not 
bow down thyself to them, nor serve them : for I the Lord thy God 
am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the chil- 
dren unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate Me ; 
and showing mercy unto thousands of them that love Me, and keep 
My Commandments." — Exodus xx. 4 — 6. 

The First Commandment (as we have seen), while 
enjoining the belief in the One True God, forbids 
the worship of any false God. The Second (which 
we are to consider to-day) says that we are not to 
worship any image, even of the true God. The 
First shows us what our faith is to be ; the Second 
teaches us about our worship, its object and its 
manner. The First has to do with our inward 
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devotion to God ; the Second chiefly with our out- 
ward devotion to Him. 

Fearful is the sin here condemned. Strict is the 
duty here declared. Far reaching are the conse- 
quences of the sin. Boundless are the blessings for 
those who fulfil the duty. We will dwell on both 
these sides of the Commandment. May God give 
us an understanding heart — a ready mind to attend 
to His warnings — a constant desire to attain His 
promises— a loving and obedient life, in accordance 
with His will ! 

I. What the Lord here plainly forbids is idolatry 
— the worship of any created thing whatsoever — 
and specially the worship of any image or likeness 
either of the creature or the Creator. This is very 
fully stated in the 4th chapter of Deuteronomy. ** Ye 
saw no manner of similitude on the day that the 
Lord spake unto you in Horeb out of the midst 
of the fire ;" therefore (it is implied) ye must make 
to yourselves no image of God ; and (on the other 
hand) " take good heed unto yourselves . . . lest 
ye corrupt yourselves, and make you a graven 
image, the similitude of any figure, the likeness of 
male or female, the likeness of any beast that is on 
the earth, the likeness of any winged fowl that flieth 
in the air, the likeness of anything that creepeth on 
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the ground, the likeness of any fish that is in the 
waters beneath the earth :" and, once more (to 
show that the Commandment applies to the things 
which God has made, not only to our representation 
of the things), "lest thou lift up thine eyes to 
Heaven, and, when thou seest the sun, and the 
moon, and the stars, even all the host of Heaven, 
shouldest be driven to worship them, and serve 
them, which the Lord thy God hath divided unto 
all nations under the whole Heaven." 

There is another point connected with the pro- 
hibitions of the Second Commandment, on which I 
must, however briefly, touch. It has been said that, 
by the incarnation of the Son of God, the Second 
Commandment has practically been done away. 
Against this assertion we can argue thus : God 
told us not to worship anything which is not God ; 
but the Word, after He was made flesh, as much 
as before He was made flesh, was God ; and there- 
fore He was, and is, to be worshipped. Again, God 
told us not to make to ourselves any graven image 
or any likeness of anything that is in Heaven and 
earth, in order to worship it ; but the human body 
of His Son, who is the express image of His Per- 
son, was made by Him, and not by us, not even by 
the Blessed Virgin Mother ; and therefore, since He 
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has taken the manhood into Grod, we are to worship 
Him, being both God and Man. Again, though 
some of us might long to have a true picture of our 
Redeemer, though many of us have often been 
aided, comforted, admonished, by a figure, or an 
engraving, or specially by one of the world-renowned 
paintings, of the Lord Jesus, yet by none of these 
should we be induced to worship His image, but 
evermore Himself, in the twofold nature which is 
His, So that, positively as well as negatively, 
this command remains in force : positively because 
our Lord is to be adored as truly as the Father, as 
He Himself assures us " all men " are to *' honour 
the Son, even as they honour the Father" (St. 
John V. 23) — negatively because we are no more to 
worship His image than the image of the Father : 
neither in the one case nor in the other are we to 
follow those who, knowing God, ^* glorified Him 
not as God . . , but changed the glory of the un- 
corruptible God into an image made like unto 
corruptible man." * For St. Paul tells us this (we 
must remember) in the full knowledge of that most 
blessed truth that ''Jesus Christ is come in the flesh." 
And now, before we leave this part of the sub- 
Rom. L 21^23. 
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ject, let me remind you that there are various 
foolish practices, remnants of heathenism, still 
found among us, the observance of which is, to all 
intents and purposes, the breaking of this holy 
Commandment. Of such a kind are : — fortune- 
telling, in which we try to learn what God has not 
revealed, and profess a belief in some influence or 
knowledge or being outside of God ; the use of 
charms, by which men trust to aids apart from the 
protection of God's good Providence, exactly as 
the Gentiles trusted in bits of wood or stone. 
Fancy a man wearing a piece of brass round his 
neck, or a woman cherishing the bone of a saint, 
and saying in effect, " These are our amulets to 
keep off" the plague from our cattle, or the fever 
from our homes — these shall be our helps through 
the pilgrimage of life " — " These be thy gods, O 
Israel, which brought thee up out of the land of 
Egypt." Then, again, there are superstitious fears 
of unlucky days, as when a man says, noty " I will 
not dine with you to-day, because it is a fast-day 
of the Church " (which is quite right, consistent, 
straightforward, and loyal to God), but, "I will 
not go out on such a day, because it brings no 
luck'* — or a like fear of unlucky numbers, such 
as the folly of being afraid to sit down with twelve 
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Others to dinner, and " many other such-like things 
men do." Surely such ways as these are very alien 
to the simple faith which looks to God in all 
the actions and sufferings of life, to the worship- 
ful regard which should be rendered only to 
Him. 

But some will say, " This is most true, but many 
among us never yield to such superstitions — nay, so 
far from it, none of us are likely to be overcome, 
even by the gross habits of idolatry against which 
God here cautions His people." We will go further, 
and ask whether the Jews themselves were not en- 
tirely cured of what had been their chief besetting 
sin, by the seventy years of the captivity. During 
thatperiod of sorrow and shame, they must have seen 
so much of the hideousness and helplessness of the 
gods of the heathen among whom they dwelt, that 
they were convinced that the Lord He only was 
the God, and that not a single idol in the world 
could profit. Thenceforth, returning to their own 
land, they had no further temptation to set up 
images or groves ; and even 400 years after, when 
the Son of God was upon earth, among the many 
sins for which He rebuked His countrymen, idola- 
try was never mentioned. Yet, for all that, there 
was an idolatry from which they had to flee, be- 
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cause, even among the highest and most learned 
of their nation, there was a strong inclination to 
it. Covetousness, saith the Spirit, is idolatry; 
and we Christians, no less than the Hebrews and 
the Gentiles of Gospel times, are in great peril of 
falling into this snare, at the same moment that we 
laugh at the very notion of worshipping a golden 
image. The golden image has but taken another 
shape, formed in the hidden mould of our own 
deceitful hearts, causing us to become worshippers 
of money, or worshippers of self. It cannot be 
believed that a man who calls himself a Christian 
can come, week after week, and month after month, 
and refuse to give his offering to God, without his 
becoming a covetous man. For it is in reality as 
much a mark of covetousness to withhold from God 
that which is His due — some portion of the goods, 
great or small, which He has entrusted to us — as 
to grasp after that which is not ours, in that terrible 
" love of money *' which " is the root of all evil." 
And is it not an awful thing which we are told in 
Holy Scripture, that "no covetous man, which is an 
idolater, hath any inheritance in the kingdom of 
Christ and of God".? To my mind it is awful 
enough to make every one of us resolve with him- 
self never again to, refuse some sort of offering 

D 
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to God who giveth all. Of the many thousands 
who come to our services each Sunday, compara- 
tively few bring anything at all. Few rich men 
bring their gold— few persons of moderate means 
bring their silver — the very pence which weigh 
down the bags so heavily are often not merely the 
welcome oblations of the poor who are so ready to 
give, but rather the mean and paltry and grudg- 
ing bestowals of those who have silver in their 
purse, but will not part with it for God. It is their 
idol, and it will destroy them if they take no care. 
But I pray you, let us be careful in this matter ; 
let us count it a privilege to be able to give, each 
according to his means, to the treasury of God. 
And since it is not only in the House of Prayer 
that we are to bring presents unto the Lord, we 
must always watch for opportunities whereby to 
prove, by self-denying gifts to those who need our 
help, the sincerity of our love to Jesus Christ. Let 
us train up our children in the exercise of this 
religious duty, accustoming them, and by our ex- 
ample teaching them, to offer, privately and publicly, 
to God. Great shall be our blessing and theirs, for 
the Lord will show mercy to those who thus prac- 
tically love Him and keep His Commandments, 
at some real cost to themselves. 
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Set such a promise as this/ uttered as it is by 
God's own voice, over against the solemn warnings 
with which He denounces those who allow anything 
to occupy His place or to usurp His honour : " I 
the Lord thy God am a jealous God." Look at 
the manner in which the Lord God repeated this 
name of His, when, after the idolatry of the golden 
calf. He gave again, on two tables of stone like 
unto the first, the same Commandments, — " Thou 
shalt worship no other god: for the Lord, whose 
name is Jealous, is a jealous God." ' Look at His 
own description of the state of the idolater. The 
idolater is among those who hate God — ^and why ? 
Because, as Jesus our Lord has plainly told us, we 
cannot serve God and mammon ; we cannot serve 
two masters ; we shall hate the one if we love 
the other. And so great is the iniquity of such 
mammon-worship— such idolatry in any shape- 
that God declares He will visit it upbn children's 
children. But,* on the other hand, what a call 

2 That is, the promise at the end of the second Commandment 
just referred to. 

3 Exod. xxxiv. 14, 

■* **The inherited curse seems to fall often most heavily on the 
least guilty persons. But such suffering must always be free from 
the sting of conscience : it is not like the visitation for sin on the 

D 2 
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have we from His love, to conquer our selfishness 
and our neglect of Him, when we reflect that His 
visitations of chastisement extend only to the third 
and fourth generation, whereas His visitations of 
mercy are carried on to the thousandth, that is, 
even for ever ! 

II. And now, having seen what it is which 
God forbids by this most holy law, let us expand 
the Commandment as to what it shows to be our 
positive duty. We notice at once that there is a 
positive side to it, when we hear the stress laid 
thus : " Thou shalt not bow down to them, nor 
worship themr For this suggests to us that there 
is a right object for this adoration, a God whom 
we are bound to serve. And as of course it is the 
Triune Lord in whom the First Commandment 
teaches us to believe, and to whom the Second 
Commandment would have us render all devotion, 
so have we been instructed from our childhood as 
to the nature and the measure of this most neces- 
sary duty. I am " to worship Him " (says the 

individual by whom the sin is committed. The suffering, or loss of 
advantages entailed on the unoffending son, is a condition under 
which he has to carry on the struggle of life, and it cannot tend to 
his ultimate disadvantage if he struggles well and perseveres to the 
end." — The Speaker's Commentary, vol. i. p. 332. 
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child's heart within the man's), "to give Him thanks, 
to put my whole trust in Him, to call upon Him." 

Let us take these one by one, 

I. We are bidden to worship Him (the Com- 
mandment itself evidently shows us this) with our 
souls and bodies. What a fulness of meaning have 
we here ! For, as to our higher nature, we are, 
not only to lift up our hearts unto Him, but also to 
abase ourselves before Him for our sins. And so, 
as to the lower nature, it is well to bow our 
heads, and bend our knees, the Holy Ghost unmis- 
takably teaching us this by the habits of such saints 
as Daniel and David in the Old Testament, as St. 
Peter and St, Paul in the New Testament, and, above 
all, by the perfect pattern of Him who left us an ex- 
ample that we should follow His steps, and who. 
Divine Lord as He was, yet kneeled down to pray 
on the earth which He had made. We must 
ask ourselves whether ours is a worship like this 
— a worship bodily yet spiritual — a worship in 
which we set aside the mere questionings of 
worldly reason, that we may approach Him in a 
childlike, humble faith — a worship in which we do 
not think of personal convenience but of showing 
that humility with which we should all of us be 
clothed — a worship in which, in obedience to the 
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Church, we kneel to confess our sins^ to receive the 
Lord's pardon, to pray the jwrayers — 2l worship in 
which we strive against merely drawing near to 
Him with our lips^ while our heart is far from 
Him. O how much we have to learn about 
worship ! 

2. Again, we are to give God thanks. We are 
to bless Him for our creation, preservation, and all 
the blessings of this life ; we are to thank Him 
heartily for our food, for our wages, for our health, for 
our recovery from sickness, for our relief from pain, 
for our many deliverances from danger and from 
death ; we are to praise Him for sparing us through 
and after these many years of sin, for His loving 
chastisements, for His many words of comfort and 
of admonition, for the means of grace, and for the 
hope of glory. Yes, "in everything^* we are to 
"give thanks." And there is one service of the 
Christian Church, the very name of which (" the 
Eucharist ") signifies thanksgiving. We are to go 
to that Holy Communion, not only .to get good 
by it, but to praise God therein — to thank Him, at 
that Holy Table, " for the redemption of the world 
by the Death and Passion of our Saviour Christ, 
both God and Man." How very few of us (com- 
paratively speaking) give God thanks in this best 
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way ! how few of us, as we sing, really praise Him! 
how.fewof ;us, in asking Him for help, recollect how 
often He Aas holpen us, how great things He hath 
done for us already! . 

3. Then, too, we must put our whole trust in Him, 
As sinners, we /«^^ trust in His mercy : as penitents, 
we have nothing- else to trust in. Our Father, is 
God ; .what, perfect confidence, then, can we have 
in Him ! Our Saviour is God ; what entire reliance 
must we have in His one sacrifice! Our Com- 
forter is God ; what strong, what complete con- 
solation may we look for, in all our woes and cares ! 
None else is God ; here, then, fixed on Hiiny must 
be all our trust All hope, all grace, all strength, 
all peace, all life, must be sought from Him. Are 
we grieving for our falls, cast down because they 
are so frequent, terribly anxious lest they become 
habitual ? We may yet, we must ever, trust in Him 
for the forgiveness of these sins. Are we going on 
day after day, evening by evening, in prayer, often 
fancying there is no Voice, nor any to answer, nor 
any that regardeth ? We must trust Him still ; 
for He will hear our prayers : the prayer of faith is 
never rejected by Him. Are we conscious of our 
weakness, of our darkness, of our wanderings? 
There must be boundless trust in the power of His 
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gracious Spirit to strengthen, to enlighten, to guide 
us. Are we afraid in mind, nervous in body, cast 
down at the thought; of dying, restless about the 
unknown future ? God will provide — He will quiet 
and settle us — His way is in the sea of trouble, 
His paths in the great waters of eternity — " Yea, 
though I walk through the valley of the shadow of 
death, I will fear no evil, for Thou art with me/' 
O doubting heart, be not terrified ! " O tarry thou 
the Lord's leisure, be strong, and He shall comfort 
thine heart, and put thou thy trust in the Lord." 

4. Once more, we are to call upon Him. This, 
in truth, is a duty which we are not likely to for- 
get, if we observe that other which we spoke of — 
that of worshipping Him. Yet the two are, in a 
manner, distinct and separate duties. By the one 
we rather understand the coming together for His 
service — to render thanks for the great benefits 
which we have received at His Hands, and to set 
forth, in the congregation of the faithful. His most 
worthy praise. But there is a need, besides, of 
which this other tells us — a need of ever calling 
upon God, whatever we are doing, and wherever we 
may be. At the outgoing of the morning, before 
the ending of the day, in the pause of the noontide, 
we must pray to Him. At the instant of tempta- 
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tion, through the long hours of weariness, in seasons 
of perplexity or sorrow, we must be always calling 
upon Him. In moments of sudden peril, when the 
fire surrounds us, when the water gains upon us, 
when we are brought face to face with deadly 
disease, when there seems no chance for us — 
we must keep calling upon Him — when there is 
no time to kneel down, no opportunity for as- 
sembling with others, we must speak to Him at 
once, as those who know what it is to *' pray 
without ceasing." There is wonderful refuge in 
God ; He carries our life through the most forlorn 
hope ; with Him nothing is impossible ; when all 
else fails, His love. His power, His comfort still 
abide. "From the ends of the earth will I call 
upon Thee — out of the deep have I called unto 
Thee, O Lord." In the hour of peril we have no 
deliverer but Him. " Unto which of the saints wilt 
thou turn ? " But the Lord is nigh unto all them that 
call upon Him, to all that call upon Him faithfully. 
There is a tendency in purblind man to lift the 
voice, to bow the knee, to others than the Lord. 
Even the saintly and beloved John fell down at the 
feet of the angel which showed him the marvellous 
revelations of God. But to him and to us all, who 
might be tempted to worship the angels in their 
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glory, or to invoke the saints for their assistance, 
the answer comes even from the inmate of heaven, 
'* See thou do it not ; I am thy fellow-servant, and 
of thy brethren that have the testimony of Jesus ; 
worship God."^ It is that same dear bosom friend 
of Christ, the same angelically instructed, Divinely 
inspired disciple, who closes the Epistle which bears 
such abundant witness to his Lord as the True God 
and the Everlasting Life, with the touching and 
most memorable words, " Little children, keep your- 
selves from idols." 

Let this be to us the Gospel echo of the ancient 
law which shall never pass away. Set up no idol 
in your heart ; be not a worshipper of money or of 
self; do not idolize any one, not even husband, or" 
wife, or son, or daughter, whom you dearly, de- 
votedly love. Dedicate yourself each day to God ; 
give Him continually the pure and holy worship, 
the thankful happy service, of that soul and body 
which the precious Blood of His own dear Son 
hath redeemed from sin and death. Think what 
He has wrought, what He has promised, ay, what 
He is, to all that seek Him ; and then you will no 
longer wonder why there should be daily service in 

^ Rev. xix. lo. 
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our churches, or constant Eucharists in God's 
holy place. To these, no longer wondering, you 
will endeavour yourself to come, worshipping Him 
here as in your own home which He has so abun- 
dantly blessed, serving Him there as you serve 
Him here, with reverence and godly fear — with 
the reverence of one who knows the greatness of 
the Lord, and the godly fear of one who is His 
faithful, loving child. 



IV. 

i;hirb Comnvanbimnt. 



REVERENCE FOR GOD. 



"Thou shalt not take the Name of the Lord thy God in vain ; 
for the Lord will not hold him guiltless that taketh His Name in 
vain."— Exodus xx. 7. 

The Third Commandment teaches us reverence 
towards God, and towards the things of God — a 
duty very necessary to bring before even those who 
call themselves Christians, since so many of them, 
in all ranks of society, are constantly disregarding 
and violating it. Yet it is one of those Command- 
ments which (our Lord tells us) we must keep if 
we would enter into life, since in them we have the 
rule of love for God. Let us, then, consider this 
holy law, both as to what it forbids and what it 
enjoins, and let us ask God to write it in our 
hearts, so that we may not merely see how applica- 
ble it is to other people, but also what a warning 
and call it addresses to ourselves. 



THIRD COMMANDMENT. 45 

I. Now, if we look at Leviticus xix. 12, we notice 
that two sorts of sins are hereby forbidden. " Ye 
shall not swear by My Name falsely, neither shalt 
thou profane the Name of thy God : I am the 
Lord." 

First, as to false swearing or perjury. That this 
is the primary meaning seems clear from our 
Saviour's teaching in the Sermon on the Mount, 
when He reminds His disciples that in the Mosaic 
Law it was said : *' Thou shalt not forswear thyself, 
but shalt perform unto the Lord thine oaths." 
Here, in our duty towards God, we meet with the 
same principle, the same prohibition, as that laid 
down in our duty towards our neighbour, " Thou 
shalt not bear false witness against" him. Only, in 
the former case with which we have to do at 
present, the stress lies on the dishonour done to 
the Most Holy Name, when we invoke it for a false 
or lying purpose. For when men take a false 
oath, " they call God to witness that what they say 
is true, when they know it to be false." And that 
the sin consists, not in taking an oath (which some 
people have a scruple about) in a Court of Justice, 
but in taking it falsely, may be inferred from the fact 
that our Blessed Lord allowed Himself to be sworn 
by the High Priest, in the words, " I adjure Thee 
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by the living God that Thou tell us whether Thou 
be the Christ, the Son of God ;" to which Jesus 
answered, "Thou hast said," thereby showing 
" that it is lawful for us to take oaths on solemn 
and proper occasions," as is also shown in the 
Thirty-ninth Article, which teaches "that a man 
may swear when the magistrate requireth in a cause 
of faith and charity, so it be done according to the 
prophet's teaching, in justice, judgment, and truth." 

In false swearing, then, we have the first kind of 
sins forbidden by this Commandment. But the way 
in which our Lord goes on to unfold it proves that 
there is a far larger field covered by this saying of 
God. " Swear not at all," says the Eternal Son ; 
" neither by heaven ; for it is God's throne : nor by 
the earth ; for it is His footstool : neither by Jeru- 
salem ; for it is the city of the great King." And 
this and other Divine teachings open out to us the 
vast class of sins against which we are here exhorted 
to be on our guard, and which may briefly be 
described as profane language and profane ways. 
We will dwell awhile on these, under various 
heads ; and may God the Holy Ghost bring the 
warning home to those hearts which specially need 
them! 

(^.) We cannot study our Lord's teaching, either 



THIRD COMMANDMENT. 47 

as to idle words in general, or as to swearing in 
particular, without feeling that one of the evil 
habits condemned by Him is that of employing 
oaths in common talk. Such expressions as " by 
the Lord," or " by God," used so frequently, not 
merely by the unlearned, but even by educated 
men, betray an utter disregard for the holiness of 
that Name which is our only hope. And though 
it is often in anger that men thus rashly speak, 
this, in a manner, aggravates the offence ; or at 
least it shows what is the habitual bent of the 
mind ; namely, that the mind has no real reverence 
for God, but keeps itself under restraint with 
regard to Him, for fashion's sake, or in order not 
to be too ill thought of, till at last, in some sudden 
outburst of wrath, the thin disguise is torn away, 
and the blasphemer stands revealed. 

[b) Then, again, how fearful is that custom (which 
with thousands has become a second nature) of 
cursing others, when, as one of our present thoughtful 
writers* describes it, "men, on some trifling pro- 
vocation, invoke upon their fellow-creatures, or 
upon their dumb animals, the everlasting torments, 
which will finally overtake the utterly reprobate — 
hoping that such an one may be damned." How 

^ Mr. Sadler, in the ** Church Teacher's Manual." 
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terrible, when we come to think of it ! And though 
persons, who use such language, seldom wish God 
to take them at their word, yet "the light and 
wanton use of such a tremendous denunciation " 
shows only too clearly "their total want of that 
fear of God which is the spirit of this command."* 
O let us be very careful ourselves not to shoot out 
these arrows of the evil one ; and let none of us 
think lightly of the habit of using the first curse 
which is suggested, remembering who it is that 
suggests it. 

(c) But there is another habit, no less dangerous 
or harmful, though occasionally those who practise 
it are not irreligious people. I mean the inclina- 
tion, the temptation (for it is really that, and must 
be grappled with, and resisted like any other 
attack of Satan), the temptation to jest with holy 
things, and especially with Holy Scripture. It 
is shocking (when we come honestly to think 
about it) to make a laughing-stock of even a 
single sentence of the precious Word of God— to 
set off our miserable ribald jokes with the pearl of 
great price — to show our cleverness by a parody of 
the most serious and Divine thing in the world. 

2 See Sadler, as before. 
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And the devil, who likes dishonouring the Bible, 
makes it so easy for us to do so. And the play 
upon words is so neat, that we forget how it is 
spoken of by the Holy Spirit, in the very next 
verse after He has warned us about some of the 
deadly sins.' Let us give up this jesting. Never 
give way to it yourself; you may ruin another's 
soul by it. It is better to be honoured by the Lord 
for not taking liberties with Holy Writ, than to be 
applauded by fools for making merry over it. 
Never let others do so in your presence ; if you are 
much younger than the person who puts on the 
fool's cap and bells to be Satan's jester, be silent, 
and don't join in the laugh ; if you are his equal or 
his senior, protest like a man ; if several are against 
you, speak out still, and then, — 

" If reason move not gallants, quit the room ; 
(All in a shipwreck shift their several way) 
Let not a common ruin thee entomb." * 

If you would amuse others with what you have 
heard, take heed that what you repeat can work no 
harm. As that same noble English Churchman, 
just quoted, writes, — 

3 Eph. V. 3, 4. 

* George Herbert. «*The Church Porch." 

E 
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*' When thou dost tell another's jests, therein 
Omit the oaths, which true wit cannot need : 
Pick out of tales the mirth, but not the sin."* 

(d) There is yet one other danger, of which many 
require to be admonished — that of irreverence in 
God's House, or in prayer to God. Unless we have 
a constant sense of His Presence in the sanctuary — 
especially during the times of service — we shall be 
too likely to lose that godly fear of His Name, of 
His Word, of His Nature, so necessary for all who 
enter His courts. We must serve the Lord in fear, 
and even rejoice in Him with reverence. Again, 
unless we recollect, in our private prayers or in our 
family worship, that He to whom we speak is 
drawing nigh to hear us, any little thing will make 
us inattentive. And even the glorious Names of 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, will run 
glibly over our tongue, without our so much as 
knowing that we name them. By these and all such 
ways as we have mentioned, we lay up for ourselves, 
(Itjpcnd upon it, a dreadful inheritance for after- 
years, just when we want consolation most — blas- 
phemous words breaking out from our lips, long 
after we have learnt to hate them in our hearts — 
horrible curses escaping from us in hours of illness, 

° George Herbert. ** The Church Porch." 



THIRD COMMANDMENT. 5 1 

to the sorrow of those who are watching us so 
tenderly — the most sacred passages of the Bible 
coming to our minds in connexion with some de- 
testable jest, at the very time that we desire, 
"through the comfort of the Scriptures," the 
blessed hope of everlasting life — painful and con- 
tinuous wandering in prayer, when we would give 
the world to be able to fix our thoughts on Jesus 
Christ. Such are the evils against which the writer 
humbly desires to guard some who may read 
these pages. Be warned in time ; there are reasons 
well known to some, why St. James should speak 
so strongly as he does, ** Above all things^ my 
brethren, swear not."* But even if you will not 
believe that there are these reasons, there is one 
portion of the Commandment itself which reminds 
us that this sin will bring, even on earth, the wrath 
of God upon our souls. Why is it added, " The 
Lord will not hold him guiltless that taketh His 
Name in vain " ? Because of the ease with which 
this particular temptation besets men in their daily 
intercourse with each other. God does not think 
lightly, if we do, about this trifling, this profanity, 
in regard to holy words and things. How earnestly 
should we pray that God, who remembers what we 

fi St. James v. 12. 
E 2 
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have forgotten, may forgive us all, for His dear 
Son's sake ! 

II. And now let us turn for awhile to the other 
side — the positive duty which this law of strictness 
puts before us. My duty towards God, as taught 
me by this Commandment, is to honour His Holy 
Name and His Word. In what has already been 
said, indeed, this has more or less clearly come 
before us. But there are persons who never are 
profane, or irreverent, either at their work, or in 
their homes, or during their worship ; and yet there 
IS something more to be done, through the grace 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, towards the thorough 
observance of the sacred rule here commended 
to us. 

God's Holy Name, for instance, is to be honoured 
not only by our abstaining from false or foolish 
oaths. No, over and above this, we are to lift it up 
among men — to show it on our banners to the 
world — to make it known by Christian Missions 
both at home and abroad. We are to glorify that 
Name, that blessed Name of the Triune God, by 
joining in the worship of the Christian Church. 
And the Name (remember) which God hath given 
to His only Begotten Son is a Name that is above 
every name, and we cannot be too reverential in 
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the use of that Holy Name, and especially as we 
plead it at the Throne of Grace and at the Holy 
Table where we commemorate His one finished 
sacrifice. Let us glorify it more and more, proving, 
not only by our lips but by the faith which is in- 
grained in our life, that we are convinced there is 
no other Name under Heaven given among men 
whereby we must be saved. 

And, again, God's Holy Word is to be honoured. 
Surely, we Christian men, as much as the Jews of 
old, are called upon to honour this. Surely there 
is from us a twofold honour due to it, for we not 
only have the words of the Old Testament, which 
"holy men of God spake as they were moved 
by the Holy Ghost," but also the teaching of 
Divine truth which is contained in the New Testa- 
ment 

Very great, assuredly, must be our regard for all 
these Scriptures of God. Think for a moment of 
what sort that regard should be. 

{a) We must receive the Holy Book as God's 
own word. Say what you will about the human 
element in its composition or its arrangement, it 
standeth fast after many centuries of controversy, 
because it is of the Lord and not of man. Let 
us show, by the very way in which we treat our 
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Bible at home and in the Church, that we look upon 
it as an actual gift from Heaven. 

{b.) We must believe it. Though some of its 
sayings be hard, these need not stagger our faith. 
" It would not/' as has been well said, " be the 
word of God if it did not contain things which are 
above us;" for *** God's ways are higher than our 
ways, and His thoughts than our thoughts." So, 
when He tells us mysteries about Himself — the 
marvellous truth of His Son's Incarnation and 
Death — ^the miraculous and invisible working of 
His Holy Spirit, we must not question or cavil ; 
we must simply act upon the faith here offered us, 
never forgetting that "the secret things belong 
unto the Lord our God, but the things which 
are revealed belong to us and to our children 
for ever, that we may do all the words of this 
law."^ 

{c) And thus, next, we must retain it — we must 
keep it as a treasure beyond all price — cherish it as 
a guide through life, a stay in death — guard it with 
the most jealous care, as that which can strengthen 
us to conquer self and Satan. " Thy words have I 
hid within my heart, that I should not sin against 
Thee." So speaks the Psalmist in one memorable 

7 Deut. xxix. 29, 
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verse of the 119th Psalm; but take the whole 
Psalm, and pray it in your prayers, portion by 
portion, one portion for a day, and say whether 
you have not here a wonderful comment on this 
Third Commandment, a Divine help to its fulfil- 
ment. 

(d.) Once more, we must honour that word by 
fearing it, weighing its warnings, repenting at its 
reproofs. "My heart standeth in awe of Thy 
word," cries out the penitent again in that solemn 
Psalm. And is not the answer still as God 
answered us of old, " To this man will I look, even 
to him that is poor and of a contrite spirit, and 
that trembleth at My word " > 

So may it be with us ! If the wilful, habitual 
breaking, either in the letter or in the spirit, of this 
Third Commandment will be visited by Him with 
indignation. He will have mercy on us when we 
confess our faults against Him in these matters ; 
and as we set ourselves to obey Him, His blessing 
will begin to rest upon us more and more. For it 
is His own promise, "Them that honour Me, I 
will honour." Only be this our prayer, " Incline 
our hearts, good Lord, to keep this law ; set a 
watch, O Lord, before our mouth, and keep the 
door of our lips." And let us go forth, amid 
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trouble and rebuke and blasphemy, suffering none 
to hinder us from a daily searching of God's Holy 
Word, or from the perpetual fear and love of His 
Holy Name. 



V. 

Jxmrih dtotnmanbmtnt. 



THE DEVOTION OF OUR TIME TO GOD. 



** Remember the Sabbath Day, to keep it holy. Six days shalt 
thou labour, and do all thy work : but the seventh day is the 
Sabbath of the Lord thy God : in it thou shalt not do any work, 
thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy manservant, nor thy 
maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy 
gates : for in six da)rs the Lord made Heaven and earth, the sea, and 
all that in them is, and rested the seventh day : wherefore the Lord 
blessed the Sabbath Day, and hallowed it." — Exodus xx. 8 — 1 1. 

There is a verse of George Herbert's which is 
very appropriate to the subject of our present medi- 
tation, and very inviting even to those who might 
otherwise expect the subject to be a dull one, — 

** O day most calm, most bright. 
The fruit of this, the next world's bud, 
The indorsement of supreme delight. 
Writ by a Friend, and with His Blood ; 
The couch of time ; care's balm and bay ; 
The week were dark, but for thy light : 
Thy torch doth show the way." 
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The deeper you look into these brief lines, the 
more wonderful will they appear to you, as a 
description of the Lord's Day, and its various cir- 
cumstances. 

But we must, in the outset, consider the Day, as 
spoken of by God Himself to the Great Lawgiver, 
and through him to the Jewish people, and so to 
the whole world. " It is a Sabbath to Jehovah thy 
God." All nations, really, were affected by this 
command : it was not merely a Hebrew law : this 
earth of ours was not a week old, ere the institution 
commenced. " The evening and the morning were 
the sixth day. Thus the heavens and the earth 
were finished, and all the host of them. And cu 
the seventh day God ended His work which He 
had made ; and He rested on the seventh day from 
all His work which He had made. And God 
blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it ; because 
that in it He had rested from all His work which God 
created and made." ^ Many, many years after this, 
the Fourth Commandment was delivered to Moses ; 
but we are not left entirely without witness to the 
existence of a sacred day during the time which 
preceded the giving of the Law. In the Ark, for 
instance, Noah allowed seven days to go by after the 

^ Gen. i. 31 ; ii. i — 3. 
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first return' of the dove to send her forth agam; and 
when, that same evening, the dove came in to him 
with the olive-leaf, " he stayed yet otherseven days, 
and sent forth the dove'* once more. So, again, 
we have a curious hint in the expression of Laban, 
when, having deceitfully given Leah to Jacob for 
his seven years' service, he made this promise with 
regard to the beloved Rachel. " Fulfil her week, 
and we will give thee this also for the service which 
thou shalt serve with me yet seven other years." 
The expression is repeated, when we are told, 
" Jacob did so, and fulfilled her week." ^ We must 
not, perhaps, lay too much stress upon these 
passages in Genesis, where the frequently recurring 
number seven is found; but at any rate we may 
remark that time was measured by. sevens. So also, 
in a different way, in the Feast of the Passover, 
ordained two months before the giving of the Two 
Tables of Stone, the unleavened bread was to be 
taken on the fourteenth day of the first month (the 
second seven, you observe), and was to continue until 
the one-and-twentieth day of the month (the third 
seven — or close of the third week).' Then, again, 
we have proof positive in the account of the manna- 
gathering, which commenced a fortnight at the 

- Gen. xxix. 27, 28. ^ Exod. xii. 18. 
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least before the Ten Commandments were uttered 
on Mount Sinai. " On the sixth day they gathered 
twice as much bread . . and all the rulers of the 
congregation came and told Moses. And he said 
unto them, This is that which the Lord hath said^ 
To-morrow is the rest of the Holy Sabbath unto 
the Lord." * 

But the law, of the observance of which we thus 
have glimpses here and there, was enforced upon 
the Mount of God with a peculiar sanction, and 
special reasons were aftenvards given for its en- 
forcement, as where the Lord speaks in the 31st 
chapter of Exodus, "Verily, My Sabbaths ye shall 
keep : for it is a sign between Me and you through- 
out your generations ; that ye may know that I am 
the Lord that doth sanctify you,"' or, as when God 
bids them remember that they were servants in the 
land of Egypt, and that He had brought them out 
thence, and had *' therefore commanded them to 
keep the Sabbath Day." ' 

So far, then, as to the Commandment itself, and 
its general and specific obligations. 

But possibly some may question whether this 
Commandment is at all applicable to Christian 
times, or binding upon Christian people. They 

* Exod. xvi. 22, 23. * Exod. xxxi. 13. Deut. v. 15. 



FOURTH COMMANDMENT. 6 1 

may recall the caution of St. Paul, " Let no man 
judge you . . in respect of an holy day, or of the 
new moon, or of the Sabbath Day : which are a 
shadow of things to come; but the body is of 
Christ." ' But may we not gather from this that 
the ancient Sabbath foreshadowed something 
better in the new dispensation — that the very 
character of the day was only a passing type of 
that which Christians would observe— that the 
law which embodied the one could not perfectly 
set before us the glory and beauty of the other, 
since this last was to be a substantial creation of 
the Gospel, and that, at the very time at which the 
Apostle was writing, the Jewish Sabbath had 
vanished away, giving place to something far 
better in the Christian Church ? 

What was that better thing, that more enduring 
Festival ? It was " the Lord's Day," as St. John 
calls it in the Revelation.® The last of the olden 
Sabbaths was kept on Easter Eve, while He, who 
had died for us all, lay resting in the grave, and 
those who loved Him and longed to anoint Him, 
still "rested the Sabbath Day, according to the 
Commandment.*'® Early the next morning, the 
first day of the week. He rose again from the dead 

" Col. ii. 1 6, 17. 8 Rev. i, 10. * St. Luke xxiii. 56. 
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to die no more: and from that time to this, the 
first day (as we see by various notices in the New 
Testament, and by the universal consent of Chris- 
tendom), has been the day set apart out of the 
seven, an Easter Day in every week. Still, in- 
deed, being one day out of seven, it speaks to us of 
the original rest of God the Creator ; but, as no 
longer the seventh, it carries us on to the finished 
redemption, the purchased possession, of God the 
Saviour. Still, by its links with the Hebrew his- 
tory, does it remind us of the deliverance from 
Egypt ; but yet more forcibly, as joined to the 
vacant cross and the empty sepulchre, of our being 
set free by Jesus Christ, from the far worse tyranny 
of Satan, the far more terrible bondage of sin. 
Still, and all the more by its changed position, does 
it recall the pouring forth of light upon the world ;* 
but it is connected now, ever since the Day of 
Pentecost,' with the illumination, as typified in the 
fiery tongues, by the Spirit of God. 

And the great truth which should be impressed 

^ Gen. i. 3. 

2 As Pentecost, on the 50th day, was "the morrow after the 
Sabbath," i. e. the first day of the week, it follows that one of the 
great blessmgs commemorated on our Sunday is the Descent of God 
the Holy Ghost. 
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Upon US all, is this : that the Day, altered as it is, 
is, by the very causes which have altered it, all the 
more important for us, all the more spiritually 
binding on each of us, all the more full of blessings 
for us if we do observe it. We, too, with such a 
memorial of Christ crucified for us — with such a 
marvellous witness of Christ being risen indeed — 
will try to shape our lives, to sanctify our work 
and rest, in accordance with this Commandment. 

Ay, it is in truth that — our work and our rest are 
both regarded by the Lord in this holy Law, this 
precept of the Gospel. We shall see this clearly, 
if, as in the other solemn sayings of God, we mark, 
on the one hand, the sins forbidden, on the other, 
the duties enjoined. In both cases we shall notice 
how wide a field is covered in both — that, though 
it be no longer an iron-fenced inclosure, filled with 
Israelites of stern and sorrowful countenance, it yet 
is an inclosure, with bright faces, indeed, and happy 
hearts, but with holy rules to be kept for love and 
conscience* sake. 

I. (a^ First, what are the sins here forbidden ? 
Making this best day of ours like a common day. 
Do not deceive yourself by answering angrily at 
once, '* As if we were likely to do this — we, who 
close our houses of business during the Sunday ; 
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we, who go once, or sometimes even twice a Sun- 
day to the House of God ; we, whose very dress 
betokens the difference in our estimate of Sundays 
and working days ? " My friend ! in what spirit do 
you spend His day? What is its secret worth to 
you ? what are its voices to your soul, its mes* 
sages to your conscience ? Does it find you learn- 
ing more about your Saviour, seeking special help 
from your Divine Comforter, using some of your 
leisure for fervent prayer to your Heavenly Father, 
for longer study of His Blessed Word than you 
can gain on weekdays ? Or must it rather be said 
that you value the Day, because it brings you more 
time, not for searching the Scriptures, but for 
reading the newspapers ?• Do you delight in the 
day because it refreshes you with the dangerous 
companionship of the vain and foolish, by whom 
God is forgotten or even blasphemed ? And so 
the day is not merely lost, but debased. God has 
condescended to make it holy: who are we that 

3 It is not of course meant that the whole of the Sunday must be 
taken up with religious exercises. Our Lord Himself taught us, 
even while the Jewish law was in force, that "the Sabbath was 
made for man, and not man for the Sabbath." But for all that, we 
must be careful not to make this best day more worldly than the 
remainder of the week. It is a day of relaxation for mind and 
body, but, above all, of holy rest and occupation for the soul. 
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we dare to profane it before Him ? But next, does 
not this worldliness, this pursuit of pleasure for 
its own sake, this fearful tampering with evil, 
imply also, as a rule, another sin, or rather set of 
sins, condemned by this Commandment ? 

(6,) I mean, the neglect, perhaps the contempt, 
of the services and ordinances of our holy religion. 
It is quite true (I am speaking, of course, to the 
careless, but God knoweth all our hearts), it is quite 
true that you come t<3 the worship of the Church ; 
but that is only because you have nothing better 
to do, you have no real love for it, no desire for the 
humble confession, the Divine forgiveness, of your 
sins, no longing for the glorious Presence of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, no wish to offer your prayers, 
your heartfelt praises, in His Name. The slightest 
cause would keep you away. If you thought the 
singing not good enough, or the sermon likely to 
be long or dull, or if it were a very beautiful day, 
or a very wet day, or if some one invited you to 
take a walk instead, you would absent yourself ; for 
you have not that firm principle which makes you 
hold fast by God, and dwell in His Sacred House. 
Or, even if habit and early training draw you 
regularly on Sunday to join in the Prayers, and to 
listen to the preaching, yet how constantly you 

F 
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forsake the Divinely appointed service, the Holy 
Communion. Why, this was the one central act of 
worship, the one highest means of grace, for which 
the Apostolic Churches met together always on 
the first day of the week.* Yet we, though Christ 
saith to us, just as He did to them, "Do this in 
remembrance of Me," will not do it. We never 
go to the Lord's Table ; how can we be keeping 
the Lord's Day ? 

(c.) Then there is another* fault into which we 
are very liable to fall, and on which the Fourth 
Commandment, as explained to us in the Book of 
Deuteronomy,*^ speaks plainly, the fault of hinder-i 
ing others in their religious duties, of putting 
difficulties in the way of others, our servants, for 
instance, or our friends, who, but for us, would go 
to the House of God, and even to the Table of 
the Lord. Not only the head of the family, not only 
the sons and daughters, were to abstain from need- 
less work, but the manservant and the maidservant 
also, "that thy manservant and thy maidservant 
may rest as well as thou." Let none of us disre- 
gard the spiritual welfare of those entrusted to us, 
but help them, advise them, encourage them, take 
them with us, to the Prayers and the Communion 

* Acts XX. 7. Justin Martyr, Apol. i. 67. * Deut. v. 14. 
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of the Church. It is such a trouble, you say. 
Most true, but the trouble which we take to save 
one soul alive in time, weighs absolutely as nothing 
in the balance of eternity. Cost what it will, we 
shall never, if we are true to Christ, prevent those 
who labour for us from sharing in our rest, our 
worship, and our joy. 

II. What has now been said has already given 
us, in part, an answer to the question. What are 
the duties put before us in this Commandment ? 
But we have only partly answered it. For it is a 
great mistake to suppose, as we commonly do, that 
the observance of the Sabbath (the observance 
even of the Christian Sabbath) is all that is here 
dealt with. The actual meaning of the word trans- 
lated " Sabbath " should teach us that there is 
much more in the precept. This word means 
" rest after labour," and though such a term can 
only — in a figurative way — be applied to Him, who 
has been ever working for us and is working still, 
to Him who "fainteth not, neither is weary,"® 
yet the mode of His institution of the day which 
was to be sanctified illustrates for us the meaning 
of the expression. It shows us the Almighty God 
resting from all His work which He had created ; 

• Isa. xl. 28. 
F 2 



68 THE RULE OF GOD'S COMMANDMENTS. 

and suggests to us that what He requires of us is, 
the right use of all our time y or, still more accurately, 
the dedication of all our time to God. Yes, it is 
exactly what the Catechism tells me, " to serve Him 
truly all the days of my life." " Six days shalt 
thou labour, and do all that thou hast to do ;" " the 
seventh day shalt thou rest ;" " in seed time and in 
harvest shalt thou rest." Granted, that all clusters 
round the Sabbath — granted, that the true Israelite 
ever marked this in the calendar of his heart, as 
most diligently to be kept, most lovingly to be 
honoured — granted, that the thorough Christian 
dates all his week from its beginning, makes the 
service of that day his chief delight, his starting- 
point for action and for prayer, yet to the Chris- 
tian as to the Israelite, this ever-recurring, ever- 
consecrated seventh day, betokens the sanctifica- 
tion of the whole life, the surrender of the man's 
entire self, with all his powers, to the worship and 
the work of God. There is a very striking sign 
of this, as a German writer' thoughtfully points 
out, in the fact, that "the ritual of the Sabbath 
day was not, like that of other Festivals, distin- 
guished by offerings or rites of a peculiar kind, but 

7 Bahr. 
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only by a doubling of the common daily sacrifices "; 
you will see that this is so, if you will look at the 
28th chap, of Numbers. The principle is just the 
same in the Christian Church ; neither the Prayers, 
nor the reading of the Holy Scripture, nor even 
the Holy Communion itself, can be said to be con- 
fined to the Lord's Day. They become on that 
day doubly a duty ; but if they can help us, in our 
short and anxious and hurrying lives, to devote 
ourselves more closely to God on the weekdays, 
to make the toil of the weekday less toilsome, and 
the gladness of the weekday more completely a 
gladness in God, no wise man would neglect any 
such opportunity therein. But whether or no you 
can thus give yourselves to God, thus enter on, or 
accompany, the daily tasks of your profession (as 
to which He that judgeth you is the Lord), this at 
least is certain, that active Christian diligence is as 
much commanded us here, as quiet Christian devo- 
tion. Sweet and blessed is our rest, but only if, in 
God's strength, we have laboured for it. Helpful, 
beyond all words, is our Sunday Communion, 
but only if we mean to use its grace fgr the daily 
and hourly battle with our sins. Joyous, as 
many of us know so well, is our worship in the 
sanctuary, our oblation of the spiritual songs, the 
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holy psalmody, which mark the Christian Church- 
man ; but only if we have been manfully march- 
ing under the banner of our Lord, and accom- 
plishing, in His Name, the work which He gave 
us to do. 

We will try, in conclusion, to gather up, very 
shortly, a few lessons for ourselves. May God im- 
print them on our hearts ! 

1. Think of the mercy of the ordinance of the 
Sabbath. Though man was intended for labour, 
though this very precept told him that he was in- 
tended for labour, yet God graciously appointed 
that one seventh even of his working time should 
be given to rest, and to the religious service of His 
Maker. Surely, the declaration of the Evangelist 
that God*s " Commandments are not grievous " is 
very forcibly exemplified in this. Even our grati- 
tude to God for thus removing our burden, thus 
hallowing our tasks, should constrain our hearts to 
keep this law. 

2. But next, as our Blessed Lord Himself has 
told us, " The Sabbath was made for man, and not 
man for the Sabbath ;" we were not meant to be 
full of scruples as to this or that little thing which 
should be done or left undone. Still less, were we 
to give up works of necessity, works of charity, or 
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works of piety, as if these were the struggles of 
the world, or the occupation of money-making. It 
is always "lawful to do well on the Sabbath 
day." 

3. The Christian's day of rest differs, in some 
respects, from the Jewish ; yet only in some respects: 
both Jewish and Christian day go back for their 
origin, as we have seen, to a time far preceding 
the life or the legislation of Moses. But, I 
repeat, it does differ to a certain extent, and 
principally in this, that joy is its prevailing ele- 
ment, because on the day which we observe, our 
Lord rose again from the dead, so that our 
grief for those taken from us is then a little cast 
into the shade, and for them, as for ourselves, we 
can rejoice in the Lord. 

4. There is, for all true faithful members of 
Christ, another source of intense spiritual joy on 
this day of days. It is " the day of bread," the day 
on which we are peculiarly and most lovingly in- 
vited to show forth the Death of Him who rose 
again for our justification — the day on which He 
constantly offers to us spiritually His risen Body, 
His redeeming Blood, for the strengthening and 
refreshing of our souls — the Eucharistic Day which 
gladdens us and comforts us in Him. 
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5. Once more — these weekly festivals of ours, 
delightful as we feel them to be, are yet but the 
foretaste of the eternal rest which is above, the 
faint outline, as it were, of the perfect joy prepared 
for us in Heaven. The fulness of that joy is, for 
the present, hidden from us. We cannot, amid the 
strife and turmoil of the world, understand the rest 
of love and praise which shall be hereafter. Let 
us rise as high as we can towards these, by exer- 
cising ourselves, both on the days of our employ- 
ment and on the day of our rest, in the manly 
godliness which befits the Christian. 

Remembering that rest which remaineth for the 
people of God, be a thorough workman for Him 
now. Recollecting that " to be spiritually minded 
is life and peace," use your Sunday for the deepen- 
ing of true religion in yourself ; seek specially on 
that day the aid of the Holy Ghost, that, like St. 
John the Divine, you may be " in the Spirit on the 
Lord's Day," and learn more of the celestial har- 
monies, more about the portion of the saints, more 
about the place prepared for you. Never lose a 
single Sunday ; each is wonderfully precious, and 
each is reckoned as it passes. Count them to- 
gether, and they are very few ; we cannot afford to 
part with one of them. 
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" The Sundays of man's life, 
Threaded together on time's string. 
Make bracelets to adorn the wife 
Of the eternal glorious King. 
On Sunday Heaven's gate stands ope j 
Blessings -are plentiful and rife, 

More plentiful than hope." 

UsBy then, these days of blessing ; so shall you 
be bright and happy, enjoying, more than can 
possibly be told, the Eucharists of the Church, 
girding yourself to the Christian cheerfulness which 
is to be carried with you through all the spaces, all 
the hard labours, of the week, gaining strength of 
heart by the diligent employment of all the means 
of grace, and by the complete consecration of all 
your common work, that so, when you have done 
the will of God, you may enter into His Rest, to 
be for ever with the Lord. 
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HONOURING OTHERS. 



"Honour thy father and thy mother: that thy days may be 
long upon the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee." — 
Exodus xx. 12. 

The last six Commandments, on which we enter 
now, teach us the second part of our duty, so 
familiar to every well-instructed son and daughter 
of the Church, in the comprehensive answer which 
begins, " My duty towards my neighbour is to love 
him as myself, and to do unto all men as I would 
they should do unto me." How strikingly does 
this bring before us the actual words of our Saviour 
Christ ! For, on the one hand, summing up our 
duty towards those with whom we have to do. He 
quotes the Divine command, as given in Leviticus/ 

1 Lev. xix. 18. 
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"Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself;" and, 
on the other hand, summing up the Law and the 
Prophets, He says, in His Sermon on the Mount, 
" All things whatsoever ye would that men should 
do to you, do ye even so to them."^ 

In considering, then, this duty towards our 
neighbour, we begin with the Fifth Commandment ; 
for our first obligations are, of course, towards our 
parents. So thoroughly, indeed, do these stand 
first in their claim upon our regard, affection, and 
obedience, that, in the early arrangement of the 
Decalogue, this holy law was reckoned as belong- 
ing to the First Table.' According to this, the first 
half of the Commandments would have to do with 
our filial relations, the second half with our brotherly 
relations — the one, that is, would show us how we 
should act towards our Heavenly Father and our 
earthly parents (and you know how from infancy, 
ere even there is conscious knowledge of God, the 
little child learns to say " My father," and " My 
mother," and to bend to their authority as supreme 
and final) — while the other would set before us our 
duties, rather, towards our equals^ first in our own 

2 St. Matt. vii. 12. 

3 Another division of the Commandments is into three and seven ; 
hut the Catechism evidently divides them into four and six. 
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small family circle^ and then in the great wide 
world. 

At first sight it might seem as if in this Fifth 
Commandment there were an exception to the 
general rule. Most of the Commandments b^in, 
" Thou shalt no^ do this or that," whereas in this 
it is written, " Honour thy father and thy mother." 
Christ's perfect law shows us, indeed, that we are 
to love our parents, as well as to honour and obey 
them. But as we stand upon the mountain of 
the Law before we rest on the mountain of the 
Gospel, so we must commence our survey of this 
great Commandment, with reference to the sins 
which it forbids, ere we learn to look at it in the 
heavenly light of the New Testament, to discover 
what it bids us do — only remembering always, that 
directly we begin to consider it at all, from any 
point of view, it gladdens us as ''the first Com- 
mandment with promise."* 

I. Weigh well that word "honour;" and it 
suggests to you, at once, the sins forbidden by this 
law, the sins (must not many of us add ?) which we 
have again and again committed, and for which we 
must ask God to be merciful unto us. We break 

* Eph. vi. 2. 
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this Commandment by rudeness and insolence 
towards our parents — by answering again when 
they rebuke us — ^by disregarding their earnest 
wishes, or by disobeying their plain commands — 
we break it by selfishness, in our conduct towards 
them ; for instance, by spending so much upon our- 
selves as to have nothing left for them in their 
hour of need or sickness — we break it, as our Lord 
Himself reminds us, by making a show of devoting 
to God what we might bestow for the support or 
the comfort of our parents ; " for God commanded, 
saying, Honour thy father and mother : and, He 
that curseth father or mother let him die the 
death. But ye say" (thus did Jesus reproach the 
Scribes and Pharisees), ^^ye say. Whosoever shall 
say to his father or his mother. It is a gift," that 
is, I must give this to God, " by whatsoever thou 
mightest be profited by me ; and honour not his 
father or his mother, he shall be free. Thus have 
ye made the Commandment of God of none effect 
by your tradition." Again, we break it, as the fool 
breaks it, by despising our father^s counsel, by 
making light of our mother's prayers for us, by not 
bearing with our parents* infirmities when they are 
old, or by mocking openly at them when they do 
wrong. We transgress it when we are ashamed 
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of them — ashamed of those without whom we 
should never have been ! ashamed of them be- 
cause we have grown rich, while they remain poor 
—or because they are still ignorant, and we so 
well-informed : it is bad enough to be ashamed of 
a friend — but to be ashamed of your parents is 
enough to make the Lord ashamed oiyou. Let us 
beware of all these sins — they arise from such small 
beginnings, from just saying once or twice to a 
parent, " I will not," from hardening oneself against 
a loving reproof, from little acts of self-pleasing 
where we ought at once to have done the will of 
our father. And, thus begun, these sins increase 
rapidly, and make the home such an one as the 
prophet Micah describes,* and at last the whole 
after-life miserable. Do not lay up in store for 
yourself an inheritance of self-reproach against the 
days when those whom you ought to be loving and 
helping now will have for ever passed away. 

2. But if, while yet we may, we desire to keep 
this Commandment thoroughly and unblamably, 
let us look at it from its positive side. Here I am 
instructed, as the Catechism wisely and accurately 
unfolds the duty, " to love, honour, and succour my 

* Micah vii. 6. 
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father and mother ; to honour and obey the Queen 
and all that are put in authority under her ; to sub- 
mit myself to all my governors, teachers, spiritual 
pastors, and masters ; to order myself lowly and 
reverently to all my betters." We will glance at 
all these particulars. To begin with that which is 
at the root of the very principle of obedience — ^that 
which the Old Testament states, and the New 
Testament expands, as the main object of the Fifth 
Commandment. We are to show love to father 
and mother by being grateful and obliging to them, 
by trying to make them happy, both by our con- 
duct generally, and by our attentiveness to their 
smallest wishes — ^by offering up through life, as long 
as they are spared to us, our prayers for them every 
morning and every night. We are to honour father 
and mother by behaving respectfully towards tliem, 
and obeying them even when we do not see the 
reason for obedience, and by yielding ourselves 
willingly to serve them, though it be, as with Isaac, 
in the actual sacrifice of life. We are to succour 
father and mother — to assist them, that is, when 
they are brought to a low estate. The parents (it 
is true) are to lay up for the children, and not the 
children for the parents ; but, for all that, if we are 
true men, we shall never think of refusing to con- 
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tribute to their support, when, instead of helping 
us, they must be helped themselves. Is it really 
hard to have to do so much for them } " How 

• 

canst thou recompense to them the things that they 
have done for thee?" Let us never so distrust 
God as to fancy that we shall come to poverty 
ourselves, if we keep this Commandment of His. 
Rather, let us remember that if we " learn to show 
piety at home, and to requite our parents," we 
shall be doing that which is acceptable to God. 

But, again, though our charity begins at home, 
among our kith and kin, we belong to a much 
larger family — the great Christian nation of Eng- 
lishmen. This vast household has also a Head — 
and, as the Head, our Sovereign is to be treated 
with reverence, to be obeyed with cheerfulness. 
He is a sorry citizen, a very poor Christian indeed, 
who speaks disrespectfully of his Queen, disobeys 
her lawful commands, refuses to pay that tribute 
which, in her name, is collected for the good of the 
country at large. Who shall plead an exception 
for himself, who shall count himself entitled to 
pronounce judgment upon his Prince, or to resist 
the authority of the Crown, and those who rule by 
virtue of it ? There is no such licence allowed, no 
such exception granted, to any one. *' Let every 
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sour (says St. Paul*) "be subject unto the higher 
powers; for there is no power but of God, the 
powers that be are ordained of God." Yes, we are 
to submit ourselves *' to every ordinance of man for 
the Lord's sake : whether it be to the king, as 
supreme ; or unto governors, as unto them that are 
sent by him." ' 

To stu:h governors, in the next place, or to those 
who are placed over us, in the ship or the regiment 
to which we belong, we are to submit ourselves — 
to our teachers, because our parents have entrusted 
us to their care — to our spiritual pastors, that is, 
to those whom our Heavenly Father has made the 
shepherds of our souls, and who watch for us as 
those that must give account — to our masters, if 
we are in service, which is a very different thing 
from being in bondage, though even slaves are 
charged by the Apostle to be obedient in the 
singleness of their heart, as unto Christ.* How 
much more will free service enable us to be the 
Lord's free men, "with good will doing service" 
to our fellow-Christians, knowing that of the 
Lord we shall receive the reward of the inheri- 
tance, for we serve the Lord Christ' 

• Rom. xiii. i. ' I St. Peter ii. 13, 14. 

« Eph. vi. 5—8. • Col. iii. 23, 24. 

G 
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And, once more, God tells me (as the Catechism 
expresses it) " to order myself lowly and reverently 
to all my betters ;" He not only bids us all honour 
the aged; and render " fear to whom fear is due," 
because such are above us in station or dignity; 
but also shows us that in lowliness of mind each of 
us is to esteem others better than himself — that all 
of us are to think humbly of ourselves, highly of 
others, submitting ourselves one to another in the 
fear of God/ , 

3. And now notice how lovingly God encourages 
us to keep this law — ^what a promise Hq has 
through more than 3000 years attached to its 
faithful performance. He gives thee this com- 
mand, and then gives thee this reason why thou 
shouldest fulfil it " That thy days may be long 
upon the land, which the Lord thy God giveth thee." 
To the dutiful Israelite indeed that promise was to 
be accomplished in the days of lengthened peace 
and prosperity in the land to which, in hope, he 
was ever looking forward ; but to Christians also 
there is offered here a blessing to which God 
graciously pledges Himself — the blessing of a life 
prolonged even here beyond the lives of most men 

^ Lev. xix. 32. Rom. xiii. 7. Phil. ii. 3. Eph. v. 21. 
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•—the foretaste of that endless life which shall 
crown a life of duty. It was in truth a promise 
intended for all. Each of us can remember one 
Scriptural instance of it, in the glorious blessing 
pronounced upon the House of the Rechabites'— 
not (be it observed) simply because they practised 
total abstinence — for this is not the point of that 
touching and memorable history — but because they 
obeyed the voice of their father. Therefore, said 
the Lord God, " Jonadab the son of Rechab shall 
not want a man to stand before Me for ever.** 
Twenty-five centuries after those words were 
spoken, Dr. Wolff, the great English missionary, 
travelling among the tribes of the desert, came 
upon a band, who declared themselves to be these 
very Rechabites. But, be this as it may, we 
instinctively feel, when we listen to those words of 
the Almighty Father recorded by Jeremiah, that 
they must be utterly true. Ought not men to be 
led, by the simple reading of that chapter, to seek, 
by a life of greater loyalty and love to their parents, 
that blessing from the Lord.^ And, indeed, the 
truth of such a blessing may be proved by all for 
themselves. No one ever rightly honoured his 

' Read Jer. xxxv. 
G 2 
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father and his mother without obtaining the Divine 
favour, and furthering a good work for his own 
countrymen. For, as a writer points out, "filial 
respect is the ground of national permanence ;" and 
he instances China as mainly owing "her long 
duration to the simple way in which she has 
uniformly acknowledged the authority of fathers." 

Think, if you hesitate — if it seems difficult — if 
some thoughts of self threaten to drive away the 
duty from your mind — think of our Blessed Lord's 
example, continued from childhood to maturity 
— from those days and years at Nazareth when He 
abode with His holy mother and the just Joseph 
her husband, and " was subject unto them," down 
to that awful hour on the cross, when, amid His 
own terrible anguish of soul and body, He still was 
mindful of His mother, and committed her to St. 
John as to a loving and beloved son. Here, as in 
such countless other graces, Jesus Christ our Lord 
has left us an example that we should follow His 
steps. It is a blessed privilege to be allowed to do 
so ; and if we do not imitate Him, we cannot be 
either His disciples or His friends, we cannot be 
thoroughly profited by His life, or saved by His 
death — ^we cannot, even in Him, be faithful chil- 
dren of our Heavenly Father, unless we give 
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reverence to the fathers of our flesh, and take heed 
to their loving correction. But if in this and in all 
our relationships we attend to the commands of 
God, and the pattern set us by His Eternal Son, 
we shall ever realize more and more for ourselves 
that remarkable promise of Holy Writ : " My son, 
keep thy father's commandment^ and forsake not 
the law of thy mother ; bind them continually upon 
thine heart, and tie them about thy neck. When 
thou goest, it shall lead thee ; when thou sleepest, 
it shall keep thee ; and when thou wakest, it shall 
talk with thee."' Yes, and if we shall ourselves 
have followed those " reproofs of instruction *' which 
" are the way of life," we shall find great comfort 
in our own dear children, or if we be bereaved of 
these, or have to go on to the end in loneliness, 
He will give us a place and a name better than of 
sons and daughters, even an everlasting name that 
shall not be cut off, a place blessed and honourable 
among the loyal and the true, with whom He is 
well pleased. 

• Prov. vi. 20—22. 
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Sixth Comittmibmtttt. 



KINDNESS. 



" Thou shalt not kill"— Exodus xx. 13. 

For the understanding of this and of the nesrt 
Conunandment, .we have the unspeakable advan- 
tage, of , our Lord's own explanation and . unfolding 
of the Law. Let. us be quite sure that we under-r 
stand what is meant by that expression, unfolding 
or fulfilling the Law. : To fulfil the Law in this 
particular application, means to set it forth perr 
fectly in the way of teaching. We find this exact 
use of the Greek, word in Rom. xv. 19, whefe St, 
Paul says "I have fully preached the Gospel ot 
Christ ; " and again in Col. i. 25, where he declares 
that he is made a minister of the Church, "to 
fulfil," or fully to preach, "the Word of God." It 
is this fulness of preaching and teaching which is 
such a marked characteristic of the everlasting 
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Gospel. "The Scribes and Pharisees failed per- 
fectly to set forth the Law, in their teaching as 
well as in their practice ; they taught the mere 
words in their dry external relations ; they gave 
the husk without the kernel. Their righteousness, 
both that which they taught, and that which they 
practised, therefore fell short of the true standard," 
as our Saviour pointed out. And His '* words re- 
specting these Commandments cannot be taken as 
an external supplement to the Law, or as a new 
adaptation of it to a changed order of things, but 
as a perfect unfolding, in the most practical form, 
of tAe meaning which the Commandments had from, 
tfte beginning" ^ In other words, Jesus Christ 
wished to show how wide and deep was the reach 
of His Father's Commandments, spoken to them 
of old time. 

This is a most important principle to bear in 
mind ; for we might otherwise fancy that we are 
in no danger of breaking such a Commandment ; 
whereas, in truth, we are all standing in jeopardy 
of transgressing, every hour, and, as a fact, we do 
constantly transgress it. We shall see this more 
clearly if we go on to consider, as we have hitherto 

^ The Speaker's Commentary on Exod. xx. 13, 14. 
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done, the sins forbidden, the duties enjoined, by 
this holy law. 

I. Chief, of course, among the sins is murder— 
the taking away of the life of a fellow-creature 
intentionally y and " from some bad motive, such as 
revenge, hatred, or desire of gain. " ^ 

If there is not this intention, the act of taking 
away life is called manslaughter ; and our merciful 
God graciously made a law for the protection of 
those who killed a fellow-creature accidentally.' 
This, it is true, had special reference to the Jewish 
people, for whom, in different parts of the land, 
God provided cities of refuge. But the law of our 
own Christian country acts on the same Divine 
principle; and, by making such exception in the 
case of manslaughter, reminds us that murder is as 
much a crime in our days as in the times of the 
children of Israel. Indeed, we find the observance 
of this Commandment, as of the rest, implied in 
the many generations before Moses. The first per- 
son born into the world was a murderer, and so 
awful was his sin in slaying Abel, that God Him- 
self declared to him, " The voice of thy brother's 
blood crieth unto Me from the ground, and now art 

2 The Church Teacher's Manual, p. 228. 
' Numb. XXXV. 9—29. 
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thou cursed from the earth." For, as has been said, 
"Murder is a crime which cries to Heaven for 
vengeance, and though the blood may be hidden, 
its voice cannot be silenced." * May we not add, 
that its cry makes itself heard in the secret heart 
;and conscience of the murderer, through all the 
miserable months and years during which he goes 
undetected, and perhaps unsuspected, among men ? 
He hears it in society and in solitude, on the lonely 
heath, and in the crowded streets, a still but 
dreadful voice, a voice of horror and alarm, a voice 
of tremendous warning, forecasting the judgment, 
a voice which can never be quieted till acknow- 
ledgment is made not only to God but to man, a 
voice which cannot be overcome, except by that 
other loving, pardoning Voice of the Precious 
Blood *'that speaketh better things than that of 
Abel." * May God keep all of us from ever com- 
mitting such a fearful sin as this. But let us return 
to the sacred history. While allowing t\it^ slaughter 
of animals for food, and commanding such slaughter 
for sacrifice ; God, at the very same time marked, 
by the strongest possible lines, the exceeding sin- 
fulness of wilful murder. "Whoso sheddeth man's 

* The Speaker's Commentary on Gen. iv. la 

* Heb. xii. 24. 
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blood, by man shall his blood be shed ; for in the 
Image of God made He man." In other words, 
to destroy man's life is a kind of sacrilege : it is 
throwing down the Divinely formed image of God. 
" Hence the sin of murder is the greatest wrong 
which man can do to his brother man ; perhaps, 
also, the greatest insult which man can offer to 
Him who is the loving Father of all men." • 

How grievously, then, do they offend who, 
though they do not themselves take away life, yet 
aid or abet or conceal those who do ! Injuring the 
soul of any one by leading him or her into wicked- 
ness, may also be in God's sight a murder or worse 
than a murder. For the soul is the higher and 
nobler part of man : it is in the powers of the soul 
that man resembles his Maker : it is the soul which 
is chiefly capable of eternal life or of eternal death. 
Therefore, wilful harm wrought upon the soiil of 
another, through evil example or bad influence, 
through sins of the flesh or suggestions in the 
mind, through ungodliness or unbelief, are very 
grievous in the sight of God, and would render us 
extremely guilty before His judgment-seat. What 
did our Saviour say of Satan ? " He was a mur- 

* The Speaker's Commentary. 
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derer from the beginning." Why was he so called ? 
Because by temptation he destroyed, so far as in 
him lay, the souls of our first parents. Whenever 
therefore, imitating him, we tempt others, to sin, 
leading some companion into impurity or infidelity 
or disobedience, it is as if we bent down for such 
a one the branch of the poison-plant, "whose 
mortal taste" will bring to that poor soul death. 
Many of us need to be told this very plainly; 
and even if our minister does not tell us, there is 
One infinitely greater than a minister, who saith 
to us once more, perhaps for the last time, this 
day: "Whoso shall offend one of these little 
ones which believe in Me, it were better for him 
that a millstone were hanged about his neck, and 
that he were drowned in the depth of the sea." ' 

But again the answer seems to arise from many : 
" All this is indeed most true ; but then it does not 
apply to us; why may not we pass over this Com- 
mandment, since it evidently concerns not usf 
Yet, how can any of us think so ? how can I forget 
that what the Sixth Commandment bids me re- 
member is, " to hurt nobody by word or deed. . . . 
to bear no malice nor hatred in my heart " } And 

7 St Matt, xviii. 6. 
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here comes in our Lord's own teaching, so familiar 
yet so suggestive to us always : " Ye have heard 
that it was said to them of old time, ' Thou shall 
not kill,* and whosoever shall kill shall be in danger 
of the judgment. But I say unto you, that whoso- 
ever is angry with his brother without a cause, 
shall be in danger of the judgment : and whosoever 
shall say to his brother, " Raca," shall be in danger 
of the Council : but whosoever shall say, * Thou 
fool * shall be in danger of hell fire." 

Three degrees of sin, all tending to danger and 
to death, are thus put before us, as forbidden by 
the spirit of this law— causeless anger— contemp- 
tuous speech— high-handed reproach. The great 
truth which our Lord would teach us, by setting 
each of these before us is, that there must not be 
anger without a cause. It is not indeed every 
kind of anger which is condemned by Him who 
will be our Judge. We do good to be angry at 
the sight of anything mean or cruel ; or when 
we witness dishonour to God's Word, or to the 
faith of His Church : and if we had no feelings 
of indignation at such things, it would show " that 
we have no real dislike of sin, and no real love for 
the truth of Christ."* But what we are warned 

* The Church Teacher's Manual. 
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against is that wrath, so natural to us all, whereby 
we bitterly resent some little offence, or some 
fancied injury done to us— that brooding over some 
careless word or thoughtless action — that resolute 
indignation, not moved or lessened even by the 
setting sun, against a brother or a sister. Let us 
take heed. 

Each, then, of these sins, especially if habitually 
indulged, is condemned by this Commandment ; 
" Each will be brought into judgment and punished 
— each according to its degree of guilt — but even 
the least of them before no less a tribunal than the 
judgment-seat of Christ." • And why is this ? 
Because all of these come from hatred, and as St. 
John, the disciple of love, reminds us, " Whosoever 
hateth his brother is a murderer." None of you 
can say, that this is man's rebuke. Which of us 
does not need to be shown the perilousness of such 
sins ? 

II. Let us consider, on the other hand, the posi- 
tive duties which are here, alike by the Law and 
by the Gospel, commended to us. Not only are 
" all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and clamour, 
and evil-speaking" to be put away from us, "with 

» Alford. 
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all malice," but we are to " be land one to another, 
tender-hearted, forgiving one another, even a^ God 
for Christ's sake hath forgiven " ^ us. Ay, we are 
to " put on," so St Paul writes to the Colossians 
and to us, "bowels of mercies, kindness, humble^ 
ness of mind, meekness, long-suffering ; forbearing 
one another, and forgiving one another, if any 
man have a quarrel against any ; even as Christ 
forgave" us, so also must we. "And above all 
these things " we are to '* put on charity, which is 
the bond of perfectness," and to " let the peace of 
God rule in " our " hearts, to the which also " we 
" are called in One Body."' 

What a comfort it would be to any who have 
injured us and who need our forgiveness to find in 
us a merciful spirit! What a gracious influence 
would be shed about us, if, not as weak, good- 
natured people, but as manly Christians, we were 
known and loved for our kindness ! What a power 
of subduing others, of melting hardened hearts, and 
persuading proud spirits, would be ours, in humble- 
ness of mind ! What a grand quietness of character 
should we attain, if we did but exercise ourselves 
in meekness, if, instead of making haste to avenge 
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ourselves, we were to show forth all long-suffering 
and forbearance and readiness to pardon ! How 
often the soft answer turneth away wrath ! How 
often the remembrance of our forgiveness from the 
cross rests as a seal upon our lips, and keeps the 
door of our heart ! How ofteH " the dark hour," 
so wretched to ourselves, of sullen gloom or angry 
bitterness, is shortened to us, as we recollect 
Christ's shining Face of love ! And, oh, what a 
glorious grace is charity ! " Charity suffereth long, 
and is kind : charity envieth not : charity vaunteth 
not itself, is not puffed up, doth not behave itself 
unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not easily pro- 
voked, thinketh no evil." Surely such a spirit is 
to all who cherish it in themselves, to all who meet 
with it in others, the real "bond of perfectness." 
There is nothing to be more thoroughly desired — 
nothing which can make us more entirely lovable 
— ^nothing which can so completely fashion us after 
the likeness of our Lord. 

And the work of this charity is so wonderful, 
that no other religion than that of Christ Jesus 
could embody it. Who else but He could enforce 
such a grace, constrain to such a work — ^who else 
but He, Who, while we were yet enemies, actually 
died for us, could give us such a charge as this : 
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" Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do 
good to them that hate you, and pray for them 
that despitefuUy use you and persecute you." * 

Truly, though neither this, nor any of God's 
Commandments, is really grievous, we yet must 
feel how much we have to do, what restraint we 
must put upon ourselves, how close we must keep 
to our Saviour and His Cross, how constantly we 
must seek, how faithfully use. His grace, in Holy 
Communion, Prayer, Scripture-study, ere we can 
thoroughly observe this holy law of the Sixth 
Commandment. May God have mercy upon us 
for our past disregard of it, and incline our hearts 
to keep it for the time to come ! 

And this leads us to say a few concluding words 
by way of counsel, which we must, each one of us, 
think over with ourselves. 

(i.) First, let us never forget, what the sacred 
History and the Divine warnings and precepts so 
clearly teach us, that this Holy Commandment is 
first broken in the heart. The devil leads us down 
to the crime of murder, by suggesting to us the 
evil thoughts of envy, hatred, malice, revenge, 
covetousness. We shrink back in horror from the 
frightful deeds of violence of which we read or 

» St. Matt. V. 44, 
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hear. But let us remember that malice and hatred 
are the seeds of murder, and that we might by in- 
dulging in them fall into this dread sin. Ay, let us 
repeat over and over again to ourselves the saying, 
" Keep thy heart with all diligence ; for out of it 
are the issues of life." 

(2.) Again, the heart has its issue every day. 
And as the temptations to the evil outcome of the 
heart in this matter are continual, so also are the 
check and restraints supplied to it. Each single 
time we pray the Lord's Prayer (not less, it is to be 
hoped, than thrice a day) our character is proved, 
our disposition towards this Commandment is put 
to the test. Each single time we pray it, we need 
the forgiveness of God; but the condition is always 
expressed, and we know quite well, that if we 
forgive not men their trespasses, neither will our 
Father forgive our trespasses. 

(3.) But much more often, as our conscience 
assures us, it is we ourselves who need pardon from 
others. Yet we will not make amends ; we will 
not go and be reconciled to our brother. How 
much the Holy Communion, with its Divine 
Presence, its all-enabling grace, should assist us in 
this, as well as in that other case ! If we would but 
bend ourselves to ask for pardon, as well as to grant 

H 
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it, how happily might we come before the Holy 
Table, which repels the proud and the miforgiving ! 
How happily then might we come and offer our 
gift, and with it that most acceptable oblation, a 
humbled, loving, forgiven, compassionate heart ! 

(4.) But again : it is in the real, active, self-deny- 
ing charities of life that the spirit of obedience to this 
Commandment will be shown. It is directly after 
St. John's warning about the murderousness of 
hatred, that he asks that question which ought to 
come home to many of ourselves : " Whoso hath 
this world's good, and seeth his brother have need, 
and shutteth up his bowels of compassion from 
him, how dwelleth the love of God in him?" 
** Love " not only " worketh no ill to his neighbour," 
but tries in every way to benefit him. 

(5.) Finally, let us remember, that for this as for 
all other Christian duties, we have, in the gentle 
yet most manly manhood of our Lord, a perfect 
pattern to follow. We have, when we are tempted 
to avenge ourselves, or to burst out into passionate 
wrath, the example of Him, who felt, far more 
keenly than we can, every reproach and every 
slander and every contradiction of sinners, and yet, 
•• when He w^s reviled, reviled not again, when He 
suffered, He tlireatened not, but committed Him- 
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self to Him that judgeth righteously." Love, mind- 
ful of Him, is ever easy to be entreated, ready to 
forgive, willing to sacrifice itself. Love, trying to 
imitate Him, proves itself to be love not merely in 
word, or in tongue, but in deed and in truth. Love, 
intent on Him, would even give up its own life — 
the very opposite this of the murderer's spirit. For 
hereby perceive we the love of God, because He 
laid down His life for us, and we ought to lay down 
our lives for the brethren. 



H 2 



VIII. 

Scbtntk Commandment. 



PURITY AND SOBERNESS. 



" Thou shalt not commit adultery.** — Exodus xx. 14. 

The Scripture writers do not avoid the awful 
subject of the seventh commandment, nor must we. 
Indeed, it is specially insisted on by our Blessed 
Lord Himself, and " woe is unto us if we preach not 
His Gospel." Let us rather see how solemnly His 
interpretation shows us, in this as in other instances, 
the depth and breadth of the commandment of 
God ; and how very fully His Holy Spirit, speaking 
by the Apostles whom He had chosen, teaches us 
the deadly danger of the sins of the flesh. Under 
the guidance of that good Spirit, and following the 
doctrine of that spotless Lord, we must tell men 
plainly what are the sins forbidden, what the duties 
set before us, in this commandment which was 
ordained to be for our life. If any should make it 
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into an occasion of falling, if any should turn the 
grace of God into lasciviousness, and make a mock 
at those things against which He warneth you by 
us; we can but repeat that wise saying of Jeremy 
Taylor, at the opening of his chapter on Chastity 
in the Holy Living: "I have used all the care I 
could, in the following periods, that I might neither 
be wanting to assist those that need it, nor yet 
minister any occasion of fancy or vainer thoughts 
to those that need them not If any man will 
snatch the pure taper from my hand, and hold it 
to the devil, he will only burn his own fingers, but 
shall not rob me of the reward of my care and 
good intention ; since I have taken heed how to 
express the following duties, and given him caution 
how to read them." Let it be added, that, though 
the "very mind and conscience" of some "is 
defiled," yet we have the comfort of knowing, on 
the one hand, that " to the pure all things are pure," 
and, on the other hand, that when we faithfully 
declare in such a matter the holy will and alarming 
admonitions of Almighty God, many will hear, 
and fear, and turn from darkness to light. 

The Seventh Commandment, as briefly explained 
in the comprehensive words of the Church Catechism, 
bids me " keep my body in temperance, soberness > 
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and chastity." But we must always take the letter 
of God's law before we search out its spirit, and we 
must begin by calling a spade a spade ere we use 
it for digging deep down into our hearts and lives. 
I. Foremost, then, among the evil habits which 
the Lord our God has here condemned, is the crime 
of adultery — ^that is, unfaithfulness to the marriage 
vow. In that vow, taken in the Presence of God, 
the husband promises to keep himself only to his 
wife ; the wife promises to keep herself only to her 
husband so long as they both shall live. This 
fidelity is to be for life ; and for this reason, as 
stated by our Lord Himself : He that made man- 
kind at the beginning, made them male and female, 
and said, "For this cause shall a man leave father 
and mother, and shall cleave to his wife; and 
they twain shall be one flesh. Wherefore they 
are no more twain, but one flesh." Divorce may 
sunder the bonds of the civil contract, but can- 
not sunder the bonds of the ordinance of God 
in holy matrimony : from the time that the 
minister pronounces that they be man and wife 
together, in the Name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghost, they are one till 
death do part them. When, therefore, either of 
them acts disloyally to the other, grievous is the 
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sin against God the Father, who has ordained 
marriage; against God the Son — ^who not only 
adorned and beautified a wedding with His Pre- 
sence, but actually regards the oneness of the man 
and the woman as a type and figure of the unbroken 
unity betwixt Himself and the Church — and 
against God the Holy Ghost, who has both joined 
us to Christ, the Spiritual Bridegroom, and also 
made our bodies His temple, that, whether married 
or unmarried, we might keep ourselves undefiled 
members of Christ's body. Those who are married 
in the Lord, married with the blessing of His 
Church, married so as to maintain their union with 
Him, are as thoroughly undefiled as those who 
abide in single life; for "marriage is honourable 
in all." How terrible it is that this honourable 
estate, thus instituted of God, thus commended by 
Christ, should be marred and broken by the selfish- 
ness and wickedness of the husband or the wife ! 
How needful to repeat, and in these days of ours 
as much as ever, the strict commands, the tremen- 
dous warnings, of God against adultery ! 

But there is another sin, far more common and 
equally damnable, as Holy Writ bears witness — the 
sin of fornication — of committing uncleanness with 
an unmarried woman. Not one in a thousand 
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knows what shame is implied in the very word. 
In ancient Rome the bad women lived in arched 
vaults or fomices^ as those who had no right to 
show their faces above ground ; and hence sin with 
such wretched people was called by this disgraceful 
name. Let us not forget this in Christian England, 
and let us recollect how much brighter is the light 
under which we live, than that which the heathen 
shrank from in his pollution. Ay, and does not 
the love of Christ, the union which Christ has 
allowed us with Himself, constrain us infinitely 
more to keep ourselves, by His grace, free from 
these debasing sins.? **Know ye not," asks the 
Apostle, "that your bodies are the members of 
Christ ? Shall I then take the members of Christ, 
and make them the members of an harlot ? God 
forbid." How can any one for whom Christ died 
speak of this as if it were no great sin ? How can 
we dare to set aside such plain scriptural statements 
as this: *^Ye know that no whoremonger, nor 
unclean person, hath any inheritance in the king- 
dom of Christ and of God " ?^ The remembrance 
of such words, and of the blessed promises of God 
to those that overcome, should help us to withstand 

» Eph. V. 5. 
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temptation, and to keep ourselves pure, if God 
should withhold from us that good gift of His — a 
prudent wife. But if He has thus blessed us, let us 
take home to our hearts that Divine exhortation, 
which saith, " Rejoice with the wife of thy youth : 
let her be as the loving hind and pleasant roe . . . 
and be thou ravished always with her love. And 
why wilt thou, my son, be ravished with a strange 
woman, and embrace the bosom of a stranger? 
For the ways of man are before the eyes of the 
Lord, and He pondereth all his goings." ' 

And this same remembrance of those all-watch- 
ing eyes, that heart-searching Spirit, should guard 
us against another of our evil ways, already glanced 
at in a passage from the Holy Scripture — the habit 
of uncleanness and lasciviousness ; those impure 
words, and deeds, and thoughts, which are really 
among the works of the flesh ; that readiness for 
every pleasure, that wanton delight in self-indul- 
gence, which imperil the very life of the soul, 
because they sq utterly hinder the growth of faith 
and the power of repentance. How much is in- 
cluded in this general description ! There are the 
secret, filthy habits which we should be ashamed 
for another to see ; there is the liking for those 

. * Prov, V. 15 — 21, 
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books and pictures which inflame our desires as 
with the fire of hell ; there is the use of corrupt 
communication, in which we are self-condemned, 
because we would not for the world have this talk 
of ours overheard by any one whom we love or 
respect ; there is the thought of the heart ; the 
lust of the eyes ; which, if allowed, might even ruin 
our salvation, as Jesus Himself testified, " Ye have 
heard that it hath been said to them of old time. 
Thou shalt not commit adultery ; but I say unto 
you, That whosoever looketh on a woman to lust 
after her hath committed adultery with her already 
in his heart."' 

Once more, it must be borne in mind, that 
gluttony and intemperance, and every species of 
self-indulgence tend to breaches of this command- 
ment. We all know, though we do not all of us 
act as if we knew, that such sins are again and 
again throughout the New Testament spoken of as 
barring men from Heaven, as, for example, where 
St. Paul says, " Be not deceived : neither forni- 
cators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, 
nor abusers of themselves with mankind, nor 
thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards^ nor revilers, 

» St. Matt V, 27, 28. 
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nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of 
God."* But the point before us is the connexion 
between these sins just mentioned, and such self- 
indulgent habits as gluttony and intemperance. 
These do in truth lead on to those. This is illus- 
trated by the instance of Sodom and Gomorrah, 
those wicked cities of the plain. " Behold," saith 
the unerring wisdom of God by Ezekiel to the sin- 
stained Jerusalem, " Behold, this was the iniquity 
of thy sister Sodom, pride, fulness of bread, and 
abundance of idleness, was in her and in her 
daughters • . . and they were haughty, and com- 
mitted abomination before Me; therefore I took 
them away as I saw good." ' Let us beware of 
this selfish, greedy, sensual, idle life; it may in- 
crease upon us, and at last drown us in destruction 
and perdition. 

II. But if we wish, by God's help, steadily to 
set ourselves against these sins, we must practise 
also the contrary graces, as implied partly in the 
commandment itself, partly in the calls and exhor- 
tations of our Heavenly Father throughout His 
Holy Word, partly in the noble and self-renouncing 
characters of His saints* These, then, are the 

* I Cor. vi. 9, la * Ezek. xvi. 49, 50. 
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special duties set before us. As husbands and 
wives, we should love one another with a pure 
heart fervently, keeping up all tender affection, not 
seeking merely our own gratification, but each 
other's good. As heads of families we must, by 
precept, but much more by example, teach all in 
the household to be sober, to be discreet and chaste, 
to be keepers at home. As persons who are 
tempted, we must constantly guard ourselves by 
the armour of God, and the clothing of humility. 
As persons who might otherwise tempt others, we 
should, like the patriarch, make a .coyenant with 
our eyes, be modest in our dress, careful over our 
words, not suffering uncleanness to-be once named 
amongst us, as becometh saints.' As Christians, 
bound to live by rule, we must exercise ourselves 
in ways of temperance in eating, and of soberness 
in drinking. Moderation is a true Christian duty, 
and a very necessary one. Total abstinence is 
very useful to some, but it is not essential, nor is it 
good, for all. 

Still, knowing the dangers to be avoided, the 
tendencies to be mastered in ourselves, we shall 
find occasional abstinence to be among the Scrip- 

* Eph. V. 3. 
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tural aids appointed for us. For we have such 
lusts and passions to contend with in our members 
that, if we are in earnest, we shall do as did St. 
Paul, keep under our body, and bring it into sub- 
jection/ Yes, we shall ask for grace to use such 
abstinence, that our flesh being subdued to the 
Spirit, we may in all things obey God's blessed will. 
Only, let us recollect that this method of self- 
discipline is only a part of the Christian rule which 
enables men and women to keep the Seventh 
Commandment in the spirit as well as in the letter. 
To make this thoroughly and constantly effectual 
we must recall the reality and the grace of our 
Baptism, saying to ourselves, " I am baptized into 
the death of Christ, that I should walk in newness 
of life. I am a member of Christ, and must not 
defile His body. I am dedicated to God ; and, as 
a temple dedicated to Him, I must cleanse myself 
from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit." * Again, 
we must be very careful not to run into danger ; 
if we place ourselves in temptation, among men 
and women who are profligate, how can we be safe t 
Again, we must keep the words of God — those 
awakening and alarming words which so abound 

^ I Cor. ix. 27. 

^ Sadler's Church Teacher's Manual. 
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in the Bible — fixed and hidden within our hearts 
and consciences, that we may not sin against Him. 
The man who repeats to himself the admonitions 
of God's prophets, the history of God's servants, 
will be the more likely to cherish an instinctive 
dread of uncleanness by himself or with others; for 
the inner voice will speak out at once in the hour 
of temptation, " How can I do this great wicked- 
ness, and sin against God ?" And again, we must 
fortify ourselves with prayer. Arrows of prayer 
shot up from the midst of the fiery battle to 
heaven, will bring more speedily still the airows 
of the Lord's deliverance ; what lengthened devo- 
tions could be better fitted for such a case than 
the brief supplication of the Litany, "From forni- 
cation and all other deadly sin. Good Lord, deliver 
us ;" or the fervent and anxious petition of the 
Psalmist, '* O turn away mine eyes, lest they behold 
vanity, and quicken Thou me in Thy way ;" or 
the devout cry of the Church, " O God, make clean 
our hearts within us " ? 

The Spirit of purity and might, who sees our 
weakness, is ever ready to answer our prayers, and 
to strengthen us for the conflict. And how great 
are the encouragements of God ! We look back 
on the records of His Word ; and lo ! we see the 
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victors, who, in His grace, overcame — Enoch, hold- 
ing fast his int^rity in the midst of a world aban- 
doned to violence and lust : Daniel, purposing, and 
carrying through his purpose, not to defile himself 
with the portion of a heathen king's meat, nor 
with the wine which he drank : Joseph, left alone 
with an impure woman, and fleeing, like a true 
man, from the overwhelming temptation : Moses, 
choosing rather to endure affliction with the people 
of God, than to endure the pleasures of sin for a 
season. 

And then, when we have thus looked back, we 
look forward, for we hear the encouraging words 
of our Lord, "Blessed are the pure in heart ; for 
they shall see God." Yes, indeed, the pure and 
the purified (ay, for are not the purified too washed 
white in the blood of the Lamb ?) Look forward 
to that blessed hope — distant though it seems as 
yet— of being like Him ; of seeing Him as He is ; 
of resting in His holy presence, without the shame 
of sin, or the fear of a relapse. It is a hope beyond 
the grave ; but all who think of it seriously can 
really grasp it, and, above all, will act upon it 
without delay. For "every man that hath this 
hope in him purifieth himself, even as He is pure." 

Brethren and sisters, this is the hope, this is the 
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duty, set before us alL Let the time past of our 
life suffice us to have wrought the will of the flesh, 
and let us try, through the grace of- our Lord, to 
live the rest of our time, no longer to the lusts of 
men, but to the will of God. It is a glorious thing 
to serve God with the brightness and freshness of 
our youth, instead of giving Him the dr^^s of a 
polluted life. But if we have fallen into impure 
and self-indulgent wa)rs, let us at least resolve, by 
Divine Grace, to act quite differently now. To 
all of us there is a great call from the cross of 
Christ, though it be but the still small voice of Him 
who hung and suffered there. He marks the 
stains upon our souls : He hears the words which 
defile us in the night-season ; He sees the deeds 
of shame which are growing gradually into habits ; 
an d He crieth aloud to us, ** O do not this abomi- 
nable thing which I hate." See that ye refuse not 
Him that speaketh. For you really belong to 
Him ; He hath redeemed you ; He hath called 
you by name ; you are His. " And they that are 
Christ's have crucified the flesh with the afTections 
and lusts ;" • they strive to mortify these affections 
as corrupt, these lusts as deadly ; they keep before 
themselves, morning and evening, as their Christian 

^ Gal. V. 24. 
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motto and watchword, the true saying of St. Paul, 
" The life which I now live in the flesh, I live by 
the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and 
gave Himself for me." ' 

Finally, let us remember that " the time is short ;" 
'* it remaineth that they that have wives be as 
though they had none," not utterly taken up with 
married life, but caring for the things of the Lord, 
how they may please the Lord ; " and they that 
use this world, as not using it to the full," not 
absorbed by it, nor thoroughly devoted to it ; and 
they that have a merry heart, as men who still 
are ready once in each week to fast with Jesus 
Christ, not in order to boast themselves with the 
Pharisee, but so as to keep a restraint over the 
appetites, to gain the power of Christian abstinence, 
the blessing of habitual self-control. We, on our 
heavenward course, and in our spiritual combat, 
must learn a lesson from the wrestlers and the 
runners who contend for these earthly prizes. They 
have to conquer themselves, or ever they would 
conquer others. " Every man that striveth for the 
mastery is temperate in all things. Now they do 
it to obtain a corruptible crown, but we an incor- 
ruptible." 

1 Gal. ii. 20. 

I 
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HONESTY. 



** Thou shalt not steal" — Exodus xx. 15. 

It has been well said, that the Eighth Command- 
ment has an outward rule, sanctioning the right of 
property ; but that its inward spirit, its deeper mean- 
ing, is shown by the Tenth Commandment' And it 
is most important for us all to remember this, because 
we might otherwise fancy ourselves far above any 
transgression of this holy law ; whereas the real 
truth is that numbers of men and women, who 
have never had to answer a charge of petty larceny 
in a police court or before the High Court of Jus- 
tice, would be proved very guilty indeed if they had 
to appear at this moment before the Judgment- 
seat of Christ ; and that all of us, whatever be our 

1 The Speaker's Commentary. 
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Circumstances and our position in life, must con- 
tinually take heed lest we fall, even though we 
think that this Commandment at least could not be 
broken by us. May God, who knows the secrets 
of our hearts, incline us to look well into the pre- 
sent state of our conscience, that we may gain 
thorough acquaintance with ourselves, deep repen- 
tance for what we have done amiss, and a steadfast 
purpose, through His grace, to keep this law for 
the time to come ! 

I take up my Catechism, then, and find, as al- 
ways, excellent teaching for myself, both as to 
what I should avoid, and as to what I should 
do. 

I. First — with regard to that which should not 
be done. I am " to keep my hands from picking 
and stealing " — from robbery, theft, and every kind 
of dishonesty. To rob, is to take a man's property 
by force — to steal, is to take it by stealth.' And 
against each of these, not only the Voice of God, 
but also the silent monitor within us, speaks quite 
decidedly. But though we may all acknowledge that 
to "suffer as a thief"' is disgraceful, and that to go 
about as a robber, is a life deserving utter condemna- 
tion, too many of us, it must be feared, do not discern 

2 The Catechist's Manual. ^ I St. Peter iv. 15. 
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the apparently smaller, but not less deadly, branches 
of this poison tree ; too many of us forget that 
those who are dishonest in any way, have the root 
of the evil matter in them, and the tendency to 
that corrupt fruit which brings a man to spiritual 
death. When our Blessed Lord enforces the old, 
though partly hidden. Commandment, " Defraud 
not,"* He is giving of course a warning most neces- 
sary for us, and is bringing under the scope of the 
law one of our most common habits — unfair deaU 
ing, in great things or in small. How often, for 
instance, we are inclined to misrepresent the value 
of what is to be bought or sold, in our eager desire 
to buy or sell ! Look at the wisdom of the Scrip- 
ture proverb: "It is naught, it is naught, saith 
the buyer : but when he is gone his way, then he 
boasteth."* See, he says to himself or to his dis- 
honest friend, how much less I gave for this, than 
it is worth ! Or mark the seller, disposing of an 
article as sound and good, when he knows it to 
be very inferior, and thereby cheating his neigh- 
bour. Or again, even if we shrink from what God 
calls "unrighteousness in meteyard, in weight, or 
in measure,'^® or from "the scant measure" which 

< St. Mark x. 19. * Prov. xx. 14. « Lev. xix. 35, 36. 
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He denounces as ''abominable,"' yet people speak 
of being driven by the necessities of trade to mix 
their goods with worthless things to increase their 
weight or measure, which, after all, is in principle 
exactly the same. Or think of the dishonest mind 
which allows a man to contract debts, knowing that 
he cannot hope to discharge them, and which 
thereby brings him under the Divine rebuke uttered 
by the Psalmist, and very needful now : " The un- 
godly borroweth, and payeth not again." ^ And 
again, is it not too frequently the case, that a person 
pretends to be poor, and so gets the money of 
others, while all along, by good hard work, he could 
gain money for himself ? Or, going a little higher, 
among the vast and important class of domestic 
servants, do we not find many and many a trans- 
gression of this Commandment, in the idleness and 
n^ligence of those who are paid for their time and 
for their work ; or in those wasteful and careless 
ways which show such disregard to what belongs 
to others; or in the dishonest generosity which 
gives away the master's goods, without his permis- 
sion ? Or, if we rise still higher in the social scale, 
are we not startled by the disclosures of deceitful 
dealing, which, commencing perhaps with betting 

' Micah vi. lo. * Ps. xxxvii. 21. 
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and gambling, goes on to reckless speculation, and 
even to laying hold of other people's money ? And 
is there not great reason for some of us to be very 
much on our guard against the first entrance of 
this evil— against the foolish wager, for example, 
which shows us a short cut to money-making at 
the expense of our neighbour, or against that play- 
ing for money at cards, which ends ere long in a 
feverish and sinful thirst for the silver or the gold 
which is not ours ? 

Nor, while we speak of such small beginnings, 
must we omit what the Bible and the Church agree 
in forbidding — ^we are to keep our hands, not only 
from stealing, but from picking. The servant may 
consider it quite natural and proper to take a lit- 
tle here and a little there, of her employer's stores, 
but how then can she observe the Apostolic rule as 
to servants " not purloining, but showing all good 
fidelity, that they may adorn the doctrine of God 
our Saviour in all things " ? * The child, unless he 
is corrected for it, may follow his own bent, in little 
pilferings from his parents ; but " even a child is 
known by his doings," and in him, as in the older 
youth who began by bringing back only nine pence, 
instead of ten pence, as the change entrusted to 

9 Titus ii. lo. 
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him, the Scripture is fulfilled : " Whoso robbeth 
his father or his mother, and saith, It is no trans- 
gpression ; the same is a companion of a destroyer."' 
It is an awful danger to us, this habit of picking. 
Judas Iscariot accustomed himself to pilfer from 
the bag which he had to carry for the Brotherhood : 
there came a time when he wanted more : and for 
those thirty pieces of silver he betrayed his Divine 
Master, and lost his own soul. 

II. And now we will consider the duty which 
shines out for our observance in this Commandment 
— "to be true and just in all my dealings . . . and 
to learn and labour truly to get mine own living." 
O what a golden rule of holy living even this little 
portion of the Church Catechism supplies ! What a 
noble character it holds up to us in the thoroughly 
honest, faithful Christian man — the man whom we 
can trust as absolutely as we can trust ourselves 
— ^the man who is always upright and straight- 
forward, who holds up his head among his fel- 
lows, and has the clear, pure, trustworthy eye of 
one that feareth God ! 

But there is another duty also implied in this 
description — another duty, the fulfilment of which, 
however difficult in the outset, has the approval of 

^ Prov. xxviii. 24. 
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our Lord Jesus Christ, and brings unspeakable 
comfort to the soul. I mean the duty of making 
restitution and satisfaction, according to the utter- 
most of our power, for all injuries and wrongs done 
by us to any other. How hateful is this to the 
natural man, even though he walks along apparently 
in the company of the disciples! How true a 
privilege to all sincere penitents, who, like Zaccheus, 
having heard the call of Christ, come down from 
their post of vantage to give Him their whole heart 
and life, all that they have and all that they are, 
cost what it may.' Is not the real reason why so 
many never come to the Table of the Lord, that 
they know they have wronged some one, and they 
have neither the manliness to own it, nor the 
righteous spirit which, for Christ's sake, leads a 
man to "make amends" ? But then they are self- 
condemned ; for while they feel that without this 
practical proof of their sincerity they dare not 
approach this Communion, they acknowledge that 
without it there is no access for them to the Eternal 
Presence; since they cannot otherwise have re- 
pented from their heart. 

And how specially is there need for this, ay, and 
for the charitableness of an intense and conscien- 

' St. Luke xix. I — 8. 
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tious diligence, if the sin of those past years for 
which we mourn, be one of actual theft or prolonged 
dishonesty ! There is something peculiarly awaken- 
ing in the precept of St. Paul : very awakening 
surely, yet most happily suggestive too of a new 
and useful life : " Let him that stole steal no more : 
but rather let him labour, working with his hands 
the thing that is good, that he may have to give to 
him that needeth." ' 

And this may lead us on to another part of the 
duty here enjoined upon us — the obligation which 
rests upon us all, of offering of our substance to 
God. As it has been rightly said, that you never 
know what a man is till you have money-dealings 
with him, so may you take a man's unwillingness 
to give to God as a sure test of the worthlessness, 
or at least the very great imperfection, of his reli- 
gion. For the point before us is, not merely that 
a man cannot love Christ, who will not give Him 
anything — as to which there is no doubt at all — 
but rather (and this we are very apt to overlook) 
that the selfish, and those who give nothing, can- 
not even be called honest. Why must we speak so 
severely } Because such persons do not bear their 
due share of the common burden — they make other 

^ Eph. iv. 28. 
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people pay for them — they use other people's 
money instead of their own — ay, and they actually 
steal from God that which belongs to Him. Is not 
this the very language of that ancient rebuke which 
God spake by His servant Malachi, to be repeated 
in this our day ? " Will a man rob God ? Yet ye 
have robbed Me. But ye say, Wherein have we 
robbed Thee ? In tithes and offerings." * Whether 
it be our refusal to give in the House of God, or 
our neglect of His poor in daily life, in either case 
we are turning away from the obligation laid upon 
us in this Holy law. 

When you have learnt thus to answer this call 
of the Lord you will be more ready to accomplish 
the remaining portion of the duty here commended 
to you. In the Lord's Name and for His glory we 
are instructed to learn and labour truly to get our 
own living. There is something about this simple 
expression which comes home to the heart of a 
Christian Englishman. Daily work considered as 
daily duty, honest toil carried through as Christian 
toil, the true independence which enables a man 
to look the whole world in the face, without either 
insolence or fear — this seems really honourable to 
us, and does indeed gain the praise of God. 

* Mai. iii. 8. 
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III. A few more words may be said. God's 
perfect law puts before us faith as all-important — 
repentance as necessary to salvation. But He 
shows us also that obedience is greatly to be in- 
sisted on, as proving both the abiding nature of 
repentance, and the reality of faith. And obe- 
dience is required not in a vague, general way, but 
with reference to distinct Commandments — as He 
saith Himself, " Do not kill, do not steal, do not 
bear false witness, defraud not."* 

And the spirit of this obedience is love. It is 
not, as a man once urged upon the writer, that love 
does away with the Commandments. For the 
Commandments are the Divine Expression of that 
holy word which "abideth for ever in Heaven;" 
the Divine utterance of that blessed will of our 
Father, which it should be the very joy of our heart 
to fulfil. Love is the central principle of every one 
of these Commandments, and is so thoroughly 
" the fulfilling of the Law, that it worketh no ill 
to his neighbour."* It would hurt nobody by word 
or deed : love "seeketh not her own."' We must 
pray for this heavenly charity ; we must ask God 
the Holy Ghost to make it tHe constant temper of 
our mind, the daily rule of our life. So shall we 

5 St. Mark x. 19. • Rom. xiii. 10. ? i Cor. xiii. 5. 
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be set free from all sins against this Commandment 
of which we have been speaking, and enabled to go 
forward among men fearlessly, unblamably, and 
with an honest heart. 

But if as yet you do not see the beauty of this 
character, if as yet you do not desire to walk on in 
this way, there shall be put before you, in conclu- 
sion, three solemn truths, drawn from God's own 
Book, in the hope that they may at least make you 
think. 

(a,) The first is this, as given in the word itself 
" The eyes of the Lord are in every place, behold- 
ing the evil and the good."® All the dishonesties 
of our lives, whether we excuse them as little, or try 
to conceal them as very great, "are naked and 
opened unto the eyes of Him with whom we have 
to do." The robber, the deceiver, the vendor of 
stolen goods, the man who is not straightforward in 
his business — all these, as the patriarch describes 
them, " are of those that rebel against the light ; 
they know not the ways thereof, nor abide in the 
paths thereof."® And as this very habit of theirs 
condemns them to their face, so it cannot hide them 
from Him to whom the darkness and the light 
are both alike, and who tells us that He "will 

8 Prov. XV. 3. ® Job xxiv. 13. 
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bring every work into judgment, with every secret 
thing."^ 

{b) And this suggests to us the next great 
truth — a very serious one to those who wilfully 
offend. " Know ye not," saith the Spirit, " that the 
unrighteous shall not inherit the Kingdom of God V* 
no thieves shall inherit the Kingdom of God.' 
The anger of the Almighty (think what those two 
words mean) is against them that do evil, either in 
the way of actual stealing, or in any mode of dis- 
honesty, or in refusing to give unto God of our 
substance. 

{c.) And the last may perhaps move some of 
us even more than the terror of the Lord, which 
yet persuades men. The blessing of the Righteous 
Judge rests, for time and for eternity, on every 
honest, self-denying, charitable Christian. While 
"the soul of the sluggard" goes on desiring and 
desiring, and "hath nothing," the soul of the 
diligent shall be made fat,' because the Lord re- 
gardeth and rewardeth him ; while those who take 
from others, lose that which they seem to have, and 
come at last to a fearful end, the assurance to him 
that hath pity on the poor, is that he "lendeth 
unto the Lord ; and look what he layeth out, it 

1 Eccles. xii. 14. * i Cor. vi. 9, 10. ' Prov. xiii. 4. 
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shall be paid him again ! "* The money which we 
gain, if we keep it only for ourselves, is, after all, 
but "the mammon of unrighteousness ;" but when 
with what God has entrusted to our stewardship 
we make to ourselves friends of those sick and 
needy who are our fellow-members, in the Body of 
Christ, then when we fail as to the perishing flesh 
and the passing earth, they receive us into everlast- 
ing habitations.* 

* Prov. xix. 17. * St. Lukexvi. 9. 
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TRUTHFULNESS. 



** Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbour." 

Exodus xx. i6. 

As the Sixth, Seventh, and Eighth Command- 
ments teach us not to hurt our neighbour by deed 
— so the Ninth forbids us to injure him by word. 
Like those, it is closely connected with the Tenth, 
which rules our inward thoughts and desires, and 
restrains us from the very beginning of evil. For, 
as the Psalmist reminds us, "He that walketh up- 
rightly, and worketh righteousness ; he that back- 
biteth not with his tongue, nor doeth evil to his 
neighbour, nor taketh up a reproach against his 
neighbour,*^ is he that " speaketh the truth in his 
heart J* ^ Let us, remembering what the Son of 
Sirach says, that "Honour and shame is in talk," 

I Ps. XV. 2, 3. 
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apply our minds at once to God*s own doctrine, 
both as to the letter and the spirit of this Com- 
mandment ; and instead of fancying ourselves in no 
peril with regard to this, let none of us be above 
giving heed to warning and instruction ; for of every 
one of us, depend upon it, both parts of the wise 
saying are true : " The tongue of a man is his fall," 
but " if thou love to hear, thou shalt receive under- 
standing." ' 

I. Now, first, the sins forbidden by the Ninth 
Commandment are very plain indeed. The actual 
words are so simple, that the youngest child can 
hardly fail to see their meaning. Wilful perjury is 
the chief sin aimed at ; and this, not only in a 
court of justice, where we have to give evidence 
upon oath, but also in every place where witness is 
required of us in good faith, and on the honour of 
our word. In such cases, our neighbour's character, 
so far as this world is concerned, is often in our own 
hands, and though we call men "children of Belial " ' 
who falsely witnessed against Naboth the Jez- 
reelite, we do not always shrink from half-truths 
which embitter other men's lives, or endanger other 
men's property, or tarnish other men's good name 
and fame. 

* Ecclus. V. 13 ; vi. 33. ^ i Kings xxi. 11 — 13. 
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But even granting that actually perjured persons 
are comparatively few — (and we all do feel a 
loathing and contempt for them) — yet as we look 
deeper into the law*s signification, we find many 
other offences herein condemned, many others 
which we ourselves must repent of. The Catechism 
sums them up for us by saying that we are "to 
keep our tongue from evil-speaking, lying, and 
slandering." 

{a.) From evil-speaking: that is, from "speaking 
falsely or maliciously of the character and conduct 
of our neighbour." Of such a kind, is the habit of 
saying unkind things of others, when we have no 
certain proof of them,* going up and down, as 
Holy Writ describes it, as a talebearer among our 
people ; the habit of repeating evil of others, when 
not called upon to do so, though- it be true; the 
habit of imputing evil motives,' one of the most 
dangerous things possible for our own souls ; the 
habit of judging harshly, instead of thinking the 
best. 

(b,) From lying- ; for a lie is hardly ever told with- 
out being in some way injurious to others ; and few 
sins are more common in our intercourse with our 



4 Sadler's Church Teacher's Manual. 
See the Catechist's ManuaL 
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family, with our neighbours, with any into whose 
company we are thrown : and as the Mosaic precept 
joined this on to the preceding Commandment as 
part of the same brotherly duty, in the words, 
" Ye shall not steal, neither deal falsely, neither lie 
one to another,'** so in that passage of Scripture 
which shows us that " love worketh no ill to his 
neighbour,"' the bidding is, "Lie not one to 
another, seeing that ye have put off the old man with 
his deeds." * 

(^.) From slandering. We commit this, when we 
either invent untruths against our neighbour, or 
spreadiaXst, reports about him — when we knowingly 
misrepresent him — ^when we are guilty of detraction, 
that is, of trying to take off from the good qualities 
or deeds of our neighbour — or when we let an evil 
report which we know to be unfair go uncontra- 
dicted. Into such sins as these, idle, talkative people 
most easily fall ; for, as has been well said, " Such 
persons are very seldom religious, or sensible, or 
well-read, and having nothing good or instructive 
to discourse about, they naturally talk about the 
characters and actions of their neighbours;"' and 
so these tattlers and busybodies are at the very 

• Lev. xix. II. ' Rom. xiii. lo. 

8 Col. iii. 9. » Sadler. 
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rcx>t of much of the sorrow and discomfort of the 
world. But it is to be feared, that this, in one or 
other of its shapes, is a most common fault — as 
common with the upper classes as with the lower, 
though the educated use more honey with their 
lies^ and more refinement for their calumnies. Even 
if, by Grod's mercy, we have been preserved from 
the actual sin of slander, yet how apt we are to 
yield to some other forms of this peculiar evil — 
"the low desire to make another's Virtues less,"^ 
the foolish inclination to be amusing at the expense 
of others, and at the expense of truth, the tendency 
to exaggerate, the liking for scandal, the readiness 
to make other's foibles a set off to our own good 
sense, instead of esteeming others better than our- 
selves. 

Now let us think awhile about the danger of 
such ways as these: the danger, be assured, is 
manifold. In the first place, the Commandment is 
a very clear one, constantly in our ears, evident to 
our minds — a rule for our daily life. Next, our 
breaches thereof are instantly known, unmistake- 
ably recorded. "There is not a word in my 
tongue, but Thou, O Lord, knowest it altogether." 
Again, the sin of falsehood often brings its own 

* Longfellow. 2 pg. cxxxix. 4. 
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punishment even here; with what measure we 
mete, it shall be measured to us again ; our rash, 
censorious judgment, our harsh, untruthful words, 
will cause us to be severely, unfairly judged, and 
evil spoken of: the lying tongue exposes us to 
awful and instant peril. The Holy Scripture 
indeed has set the brand of God upon this sin, 
marking, in both Testaments, His abomination of 
it by the tremendous penalties of leprosy' and 
sudden death;* leprosy, the fearful type of one 
who is dead while he liveth, and sudden death, 
which leaves no margin for repentance. And then, 
beyond this world, the sin will have to appear 
against us in the last day. " By thy words thou 
shalt be justified, and by thy words thou shalt be 
condemned." Our Saviour assures us, that " every 
idle word that men shall speak they shall give ac- 
count thereof in the Day of Judgment ; ^' * what then 
must be looked for by perjured persons, revilers, 
"inventors of evil things".?^ The Bible leaves us 
not in doubt. They shall not inherit the kingdom 
of God.' "Whoso privily slandereth his neigh- 
bour, him will I destroy.'* ^ " There shall in no wise 

3 2 Kings V. 25 — 27. * Acts v. I — 10. 

* St. Matt. xii. 36. * Rom. i. 30. 

" 1 Cor. vi. 10. 8 Ps. ci. 5. 
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enter into " the heavenly Jerusalem anything " that 
maketh a lie." ® 

II. And now, thus admonished, let us turn to 
the other side, and mark the spirit and life of one 
who thoroughly, loyally, lovingly, keeps this com- 
mandment. In one word, it is truthfulness ; the 
character so noble, so attractive, so lovable, of 
him who, like the great Duke of Wellington, 
" never sold the truth to serve the hour ;" of him, 
through whose frank language and honest heart 
there ever glows the sunshine of God ; ^ of him, in 
whose eyes the interests, the honour, the purity of 
others are as precious as his own, never to be blown 
upon with the faintest breath of slander or of envy. 
Surely, this is to be the Christian's aim : surely, in 
the great family of our Lord, we are so closely 
bound up with each other, that we must ever try 
to avoid hurting one another by word. " Putting 
away lying, speak every man truth with his neigh- 
bour ; for we are members one of another.*' ^ 

Then there is another point which we shall be 
careful to maintain, if we would act up to the 

5 Rev. xxi. 27. 

* The Greek word translated sincerity^ means such a character as 
the sun can shine through. 
« Eph. iv. 25. 
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inner teaching of this law. We must be " swift to 
hear, slow to speak." ' We must beware of *' that 
eager desire to engage attention, which," as Bishop 
Butler says,* " is an original disease in some minds." 
If we would recollect that "a fooFs voice is known 
in a multitude of words," we should always be on 
our guard against that mere talkativeness which is 
almost sure to lead us into discussing, in a very 
ignorant and sinful way, the characters and actions 
and motives of other people. Our speech, like our 
appetite, must be ever under restraint, and a humble 
opinion of ourselves will make our words weighty, 
seasoned with salt, and bright with evident truth. 

Once more. Charity is the Divine and perfect 
grace which, as we exercise ourselves therein, will 
make us more and more obedient to this utterance 
of the Lord. Charity, if it be real and fervent, will 
cover a multitude of sins ; so far from allowing us 
to blaze abroad, as with the voice of a trumpet, 
some single fault or sinful habit of our neighbour, 
it will hide, as much as possible, the evil of his 
ways. It will not, indeed, suffer others to be 
deceived by the deceiver, or refuse to give the 
necessary evidence to convict the profligate, the 

3 St. James i. 19. 

* Sermons. V. (Upon the Government of the Tongue.) 
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murderer, or the thief. But charity refrains, except 
in such cases, from dwelling on other men*s sins. 
Charity enables us to make allowance for the falls 
of others, considering ourselves lest we also be 
tempted. " Charity envieth not ;'* so it never allows 
us to injure others by detraction. Charity "is not 
easily provoked ;" so that it restrains us constantly 
from those bitter words which make the most of 
a brother's or a sister's trespass. Charity " is 
kind ;" and he who cherishes it within does there- 
fore look upon the brethren as his kith and kin, 
loveth them even as himself, speaks not of them 
such things as he would resent if spoken of him. 
Charity " thinketh no evil," and hence, if we are 
truly loving, we shall not so much as listen to the 
slanderous tales, and foolish gossip, and private 
scandals, which are so rife among us in the world. 
Charity seeketh the comfort, and peace, and 
happiness of all around ; it views with compassion 
the soul which one bitter word or one groundless 
accusation has wounded in the past ; and then 
turns its view to Him who died a death of agony 
and shame, to save us from the unutterable woe 
which we deserved ; thus we learn, never to give 
needless pain again, but always to aim at the 
welfare of the brethren. 
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Let US conclude, very briefly, with some lessons 
of encouragement and warning. 

I. If we ourselves suffer from the way in which 
others break this commandment, let us cheer our 
souls with that promise of Holy Scripture which 
cannot fail. ** Commit thy way unto the Lord, 
and put thy trust in Him ; and He shall bring it 
to pass. He shall make thy righteousness as clear 
as the light, and thy just dealing as the noonday." ' 
And let us recollect that in bearing this cross (for 
a cross indeed it is), we may be followers of Him 
who, when He was reviled, reviled not again, but 
committed Himself to Him who judgeth right- 
eously; followers of Him who went willingly to 
His death, though, in His cruel and unjust trial 
" many bare false witness against Him." * 

2. But if, as is much more probable, we have, in 
our own selfish lives, given way to this particular 
sin, and done grievous wrong to others by our lies 
or calumnies, or careless speeches, let us imitate 
that true penitent of the Gospel, and restore four- 
fold, first asking the injured to pardon us, and 
then doing our very best to help them for the time 
to come. 

3. And if, knowing by painful experience our 

* Ps. xxxvii. 5, 6. ® St. Mark xiv. 56. 
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readiness to offend against this holy Law, we feel 
that our tongue is indeed " a world of iniquity " ' 
in itself, a fire which is far too likely to scathe and 
desolate the hearts and lives of those among whom 
we dwell ; let us remember also the end, and resolve 
so to persevere, by the grace of God, in the strict 
and conscientious government of the tongue, that 
we lose not the reward of self-restraint, the 
crown of those who, for the love of Christ, are 
loving and amiable, gentle and forbearing to- 
wards all. 

Exceeding great is that reward ; never-fading 
that glorious crown ; for it is the blessing of our 
Lord Himself, gained first by His own life and 
death, and then, through Him, held forth to all 
who thus follow His steps. 

Who are bent on this kingdom ? " What man is 
he that desireth to live, and would fain see good 
days?*' Who wishes earnestly for the life that 
endeth not, and for the felicity which never 
passeth away ? " Let him refrain his tongue from 
evil, and his lips that they speak no guile."* 
Yes, each of us who has those hopes, must make 
this his personal endeavour. " I said, I will take 

' St. James iii. 6. ^ Ps. xxxiv. 12, 13. 
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heed to my ways, that I offend not with my 
tongue." ® 

But since the personal endeavour of man can 
only prosper through the assured help of God, and 
since the tongue is such " an unruly evil," so '* full 
of deadly poison," that no man can tame it, no 
man can completely counteract its awful workings, 
we must look to it, that while we take great care 
ourselves, we never cease to pray to Him whose 
grace is unspeakably mighty, absolutely purifying : 
" Set a watch, O Lord, before my mouth, and keep 
the door of my lips." 

' Ps. xxxix. I. 
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** Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's house, thou shalt not covet 
thy neighbour's wife, nor his manservant, nor his maidservant, nor 
his ox, nor liis ass, nor anything that is thy neighbour's." — Exodus 
XX. 17. 

Exceeding broad is the reach of a the Com- 
mandments of God ; but hdw specially so is the 
Tenth ! For here the Divine Spirit compasses not 
merely the deeds and words of man, but also the 
thoughts and imaginations of his heart. Here, 
where no human eye can penetrate, the all-seeing 
Lord bears witness to the inner work, whether it 
be good or whether it be evil. Here the axe is laid 
to the very root of that tree which brings forth, as 
its deadly fruit, all manner of sin against our neigh- 
bour. Here is that profound revelation of self, 
that awful revelation of God, which awakes the 
conscience to action, for, as St. Paul tells us, " I 
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had not known sin but by the Law ; for I had not 
known lust," that is, I had not known the peril of 
wrong desire, its fatal tendency, its final issue, 
"except the Law had said, 'Thou shalt not 
covet; " * 

Yet, strange to say, it is just this Commandment 
which hardly any one fancies he has broken. It 
has been said by a suggestive writer of our own, 
that " earnest, sincere people, who have no hypo- 
crisy about them, who make no scruple of avowing 
their faults when they know them, who readily 
admit and grieve over their offences against every 
other Commandment, are quite sure that they are 
free from blame on the Tenth." * But probably 
few persons fully understand what coveting is ; or 
if they do know the meaning of the term, they fail 
to note its application either on its negative or on 
its positive side — that is, as to the sins which it 
condemns or the duties which it bids us fulfil. If 
we will try to give our minds to this matter, and 
let ourselves be guided by that Word of God, 
which opens our eyes to the truth, and searches 
out the very depth of our souls, we shall find ample 
reason, every one of us, to offer up this prayer : 

^ Rom. vii. 7. ^ Rgy^ jj. Newland on Confirmation. 
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" Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts 
to keep this Law." 

I. The Commandment is so full and particular 
as to the sins which it forbids, that we are rather 
summing up than explaining it, when we say that 
we are hereby taught "not to covet nor desire 
other men's goods." But the Apostle further un- 
folds it to us when he declares that " covetousness 
is idolatry ; " * and again^ that " the love of money 
is the root of all evil ;"* showing, by the first pas- 
sage, that the covetous person turns away from 
God to make an idol of mammon or of self ; and, by 
the second, that he is thus led into all manner of 
sin. And our Blessed Lord gave us a special and 
tremendous warning against the habit, when a cer- 
tain man said to Him, evidently in a covetous and 
discontented spirit, " Master, speak to my brother, 
that he divide the inheritance with me." Begin- 
ning with a rebuke to the man for so utterly mis- 
taking His office and work. He went on to 
say to all who were listening, "Take heed and 
beware of covetousness ; for a man's life consisteth 
not in the abundance of the things which he pos- 
sesseth." And then He added and spake a parable 

' Col. iii. 5. ** I Tim. vi. 10. 
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about the rich man who wished for more and more 
and more, and planned his greater bams for his 
growing wealth, but God said unto him, "Thou 
fool, this night thy soul shall be required of 
thee." ' 

And though the particular sin of the life thus 
suddenly cut short is but one form of the trans- 
gression of this holy law, it should serve to remind 
us how much, as the Psalmist speaks,^ the Lord 
abhorreth all such, and how terrible is the effect 
upon men, of setting their hearts upon that which 
is not really theirs, or of desiring, loving, seek- 
ing anything in a wrong way. To be envious of 
another's success, to crave for the position, or the 
influence, or the leisure, granted to others ; to 
withhold, through tight-fisted, hard-hearted selfish- 
ness, that which we might give, and which we 
ought to give, to others ; to go on grudging to 
our neighbour that which he will not sell to us at 
any price — these are the marks of that secret sin 
which is here so strictly forbidden, however natural 
to our fallen nature. And we must always recol- 
lect that our fallen nature is no valid excuse for 
the sin. For, on the one hand, our fallen nature 

* St. Luke xii. 13—20. « Ps. x. 3. 
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can be raised in Christ the second Adam, whose 
grace is sufficent for us ; and, on the other hand. 
He who thus enables us to rise to higher things and 
to be endued with a nobler spirit, has shown us by 
His glorious example the very opposite character 
to covetousness and self-seeking. For though 
He was rich, yet for our sakes He became poor, 
that we through His poverty might be rich.' So 
that, when we yield to this temptation, we walk 
utterly unworthily of the vocation wherewith we are 
called, and make ourselves as unlike as possible to 
Him who left us an example that we should follow 
His steps. This alone should show us the peril of 
breaking this Commandment, and the need we 
have of special watchfulness. But there are other 
dangers, too, which ought to be had in remem- 
brance. 

I. And, first, we must never imagine that only 
one or two sorts of people are likely to be over- 
come. Depend upon it, this sin, in some of its 
forms, has a real hold upon men and women in 
every rank. Surely, it was not merely a highly 
coloured picture which arose in the poet's vision 
of Sir Percivale, when, from the blinding splendour 

7 2 Cor. viii. 9. 
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of the god of gold, which seemed to him " the Lord 
of all the world," there flashed 

"A yellow gleam across the world, 
And where it smote the ploughshare in the field, 
The ploughman left his ploughing, and fell down 
Before it ; where it glittered on her pail, 
The milkmaid left her milking, and fell down 
Before it* 

For we have here only a graphic description of 
the way in which all, however poor, are liable to 
fall into this snare, which is baited, indeed, to catch 
all comers, with whatsoever can attract and ex- 
cite. And so there is this difference bet<Veen this 
last Commandment and the rest. Other Com- 
mandments may be broken more frequently and 
easily by this or that class. " A poor man has greater 
temptations to break the Eighth, and a rich man 
has greater temptations to break the Seventh. 
But in the case of the Tenth the danger is alike 
to all ; all are tempted to covetousness, all are 
prone to discontent ;'' as has been truly said, "The 
poorest among us, who envies the shilling which his 
less deserving neighbour gets in charity ; and the 
privy councillor, who sees with discontent a less 

8 Tennyson : "The Holy Grail." 
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able man preferred to. him in the cabinet, ahke are 
tempted to covetousness."' Which of us never 
gives way to it ? 

2. But next, when indulged, it opens the door to 
the breach of the other Commandments. Did it 
not lead Ahab to break the Sixth and the Eighth 
— David to break the Sixth and the Seventh — 
Gehazi to break the Ninth ? Eve gazed upon the 
forbidden tree ; it was " a tree to be desired ; " she 
did desire it ; she took of the fruit thereof and did 
eat, and death came into the world, with all our 
woes. An Apostle (oh, let us notice this, we who 
are allowed to be so near the Lord !) — an Apostle 
longed for Mary's precious ointment, because he 
might have taken for himself the three hundrecl 
pence which he pretended it might fetch for the 
poor ; it passed away from him. There came 
another chance to him — thirty pieces of silver if he 
would but betray his Master. He gained it for a 
moment of time, and lost his own soul for eternity. 
Where will you stop, if you once go in at that 
gate which your loving Father here closes against 
you ? 

3. Then again, the breaking of this Command- 
ment peculiarly emperils our belief. The ab- 

* Rev. H. Newland on Confinnation, p. 134. 

L 
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sorbing pursuit of riches — the desire to add field to 
field, and house to house — the discontented craving 
for that which is not ours, brings gradually over 
our souls the cloud which hides God's Face, and 
naakes us doubt the very existence of a Heaven. 
Money — much money — more money; "while 
some coveted after " this, " they have erred from 
the faith, and pierced themselves through with 
many sorrows." * Even the natural course of the 
covetous is in this direction. They are making 
haste to be rich, and so they cannot give any time 
to prayer. They are intent on this world's goods, 
and so they have no heart to read the Bible, which 
tells of another world to be won by self-denial. 
They have great plans for to-morrow ; how can 
they think about the heathen to-day ? They must 
compass such an end ; if they cannot attain it 
rightly, it must be reached even by dishonest 
means. Their heart is gone after their idols, and 
so they care not for God, neither is God in all 
their thoughts. And little by little the darkness 
deepens, and the sorrows of ungodliness and 
infidelity make them afraid. What shall the 
end be } 

4. The sin, when habitual, leads to spiritual 

* I Tim. vi. 10. 
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death — not only to spiritual darkness here, but also 
to the eternal death of the soul. And this is all 
the more terrible, because the downward tendency 
is not perceived, the secret condition is only known 
to God. Outwardly, we may be very respectable 
in our religion, and perhaps even highly esteemed 
among men, and yet this one master-passion may 
be thoroughly enslaving us, and actually deadening 
our hearts. It was a special note of the Holy 
Ghost upon the Pharisees, that they were '* cove- 
tous.** ' Yet who so seemingly religious } who so 
scrupulous about the little offerings to God, which 
hid from human sight the stores which they were 
keeping for themselves ? But for them and for us 
all the warning was uttered by our Lord, "God 
knoweth your hearts." For them and for us all 
the inspired words were written, "No covetous 
man, who is an idolater, hath any inheritance in 
the Kingdom of Christ and of God."^ 

II. And now let us glance for a while at the 
positive duties which, as we turn away from these 
deadly sins, rise up to be fulfilled by us. " I am 
to learn and labour truly," says the Christian man 
quite as earnestly as the Christian child, and with 

2 Luke xvi. 14. s Eph. v. 5. 

L 2 
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much more reason just because he is a man, I am 
" to learn and labour truly to get my own living, 
and to do niy duty in that state of life unto 
which it shall please God to call me." So far 
from coveting my neighbour's house, I will thank- 
fully keep my own in order ; so far from desiring 
unlawful and debasing pleasures, I will live in 
tender affection with my own wife ; so far from 
casting longing eyes beyond this little field and 
these few oxen that belong to me, I will work here 
diligently, assured that God will prosper me. In- 
stead of wasting time and thought and strength on 
the vain fancy that I might do this or that in some 
higher or more lucrative position, I will abide 
where I am, doing with my might whatsoever my 
hand findeth to do, and 

" Content to fill a little space, 
So God be glorified." 

It is not meant indeed that we may not, by honest 
self-exertion and Christian prudence, raise our- 
selves to some place where we may do more good ; 
for we are to do our duty not only where we abide 
this day, but also " in that state of life unto which 
it shall please God to call us." Only, let us ever 
remember that, as our years speed on, we should 
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be less and less looking out for a change, more and 
more intent on our present tasks and evident 
responsibilities. For therein, day by day, we find 
the joy of obedience — day by day, that food and 
raiment wherewith we are to be content — day by 
day, those opportunities for helping more and 
more the hungering, thirsting, suffering Christ, who 
meets us in His poor afflicted members. Neglect 
not these ; for in attending to them and (blessed 
be His name !) to Him, we shall in truth be accom- 
pHshing one most necessary part of our duty as 
laid down for us in this Commandment. And 
while we thus minister to Him of our substance, 
we shall, little by little, gather up into our souls 
that which is perhaps the chief lesson of all offered 
to us here — the lesson of contentment. What true 
gladness there is in so going after Jesus, so de- 
voting ourselves to Him, so learning the fellowship 
of His sufferings, the excellence of His poverty ! 
Matthew heard the voice which said, "Follow 
Me ! " He left all, rose up, and followed Him. 
The gold and silver would have cankered, had he 
clung to them, as the young man sorrowfully did, 
knowing that though he had kept all the Law but 
this, this one thing still severed him from Heaven 
and from Christ. But the good Publican would 
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not be thus turned back ; he forsook all that was 
his on earth, and in a few short years shone forth 
in the Christian Church, not only as the Apostle 
and Evangelist, but as numbered for ever with the 
saints of God. 

Make thou this sacrifice for Jesus' sake, and thou 
shalt in no wise lose thy reward. Whatsoever wrong 
desire, whatsoever sinful lust, whatsoever unhallowed 
delight, whatsoever unblest possession, is hindering 
you from walking with the Lord, surrender it, 
because of the Cross of Christ, and (it is no mere 
human promise) you shall have treasure in Heaven. 

Finally, let us take home to our hearts a few 
practical conclusions, with regard to that bidding 
of God which we have now been considering. 

(i.) How continually we must watch ourselves 
in this matter ! " Keep thy heart with all diligence, 
for out of it are the issues of life." There must be 
such close inward vigilance. We can be seen of 
others when we steal, detected of others when we 
commit adultery, wept for by father and mother 
when we do them any dishonour. But who save 
ourselves can discern this covetous mind of ours ? 
Ay, how can we ourselves be sure of laying our 
hand on the foe at the moment when he enters in 
the dark ? 
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(2.) And does it not follow from this, that the 
Tenth Commandment shows us, more than any 
other, how necessary is self-examination f The 
man who does not make a habit of examining him- 
self may go on, for years and years, without being 
aware that he is sinning grievously. His con- 
science, unquestioned, will tell him about open 
transgressions ; but the secret ways of a heart that 
desireth evil are often hidden from a man's own 
self. Let him take the candle of the Lord and 
search within. " Try me, O God, and seek the 
ground of my heart ; prove me, and examine 
my thoughts; look well if there be any way of 
wickedness in me : and lead me in the way ever- 
lasting."'' 

(3.) And this may remind us, further, what im- 
mense aid we may gain for resisting this sin from 
prayer. Prayer enables us to turn our desires in 
the right direction, and to "covet earnestly the 
best gifts " — the true riches of Christ — the strength- 
ening graces of the Comforter. The time spent 
in private devotion, if, like true Christians, we let 
nothing whatever interfere with it, or shorten it, 
will enable us, instead of living (and, it must be 
added, dying) unto ourselves, to do all to the glory 

* Ps. cxxxix. 23, 24. 
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of God. The House of Prayer, if we really frequent 
it, not merely with the multitude but with the few, 
is a wonderful place to sanctify and prosper our 
work, and to lift it above this perishing earth. 
Yes, the prayers which are offered there each 
morning and evening, the Creed which is there 
recited day by day, the Eternal Truths which are 
there continually read to us from the Precious 
Book of God, are a real corrective to the covetous 
spirit, a blessed aid towards living in the world, 
yet never of the world. 

(4.) And thus, at home and in the Church, we 
shall learn, even in common things, to be really 
labourers together with God — studying, not indeed 
to be idle, for idleness is no keeping of God's com- 
mandment, no doing of God*s will, but to be quiet, 
and to do our own business, and to work with our 
own hands, walking honestly towards them that 
are without, and having lack of nothing, because 
the blessing of God rests upon our toilsome day. 

It is only when we unlawfully strive for anything 
apart from God that we lose His Presence. But 
when the call of God is followed, and the duties 
which He gave us to do are steadily fulfilled, then 
He is always with us. This is the "godliness" 
which renders our "contentment" acceptable to 
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Him, and makes it " great gain " to us. * Is there 
not verily a priceless blessing for us here? For 
indeed, dear brethren, we can sum up for each 
other the encouragements, as well as the exhorta- 
tions, of God, in that brief saying of the Scrip- 
ture : " Let your conversation be without covetous- 
ness, and be content with such things as ye have ; 
for He hath said, I will never leave thee, nor 
forsake thee."* 

5 I Tim. vi. 6. * Heb. xiii. 5. 



XII. 
THE FULL WORK OF CHRISTIAN LOVE. 

** And one of the Scribes came, and having heard them reasoning 
together, and perceiving that He had answered them well, asked 
Him, Which is the first Commandment of all ? And Jesus answered 
him, The first of all the Commandments is. Hear, O Israel ; the 
Lord our God is One Lord : and thou shalt love the Lord thy Gk>d 
with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and 
with all thy strength : this is the first Commandment. And the 
second is like, namely this, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thy- 
self. There is none other Commandment greater than these. And 
the Scribe said unto Him, Well, Master, Thou hast said the truth : 
for there is One God ; and there is none other but He : and to love 
Him with all the heart, and with all the understanding, and with 
all the soul, and with all the strength, and to love his neighbour as 
himself, is more than all whole burnt-offerings and sacrifices. And 
when Jesus saw that he answered discreetly. He said unto him, 
Thou art not far from the kingdom of God." — St. Mark xiL 
28—34. 

We have now gone, step by step, along the way of 
the Commandments. Our minds, that is, have 
traversed it : could we but walk therein, as well, in 
heart and life, the great object of Divine Revela- 
tion, the blessed work of Christian Faith, would be 



THE FULL WORK OF CHRISTIAN LOVE. 1 55 

actually accomplished in us ; for this is " the con- 
clusion of the whole matter ** — not only as stated 
in the Old Testament, but as shown us in the 
New — " Fear God, and keep His Commandments ; 
for this is the whole duty of man." ^ 

How little, as yet, most of us do act up to this 
rule of the Holy Scriptures, our own conscience, 
carefully questioned as in the sight of the Lord, 
will surely tell us, apart from any teacher. Pos- 
sibly, too, by God's Blessing, this very survey in 
which we have been engaged has reminded us of 
the shallowness of our Religion compared with the 
depth of the law of God, of the small extent of our 
labours over that wide field of duty covered by 
His exceeding broad Commandments.^ 

But it may be helpful to us, ere we separate, 
thus instructed, for our self-examination, and re- 
assemble in the invisible Sanctuary, to mark cer- 
tain principles, bearing on the all-important sub- 
ject of obedience as brought before us in the Word 
of God. 

I. And, first, we have that perfect summary of 
the Commandments, repeated here by our Blessed 
Lord, partly on His own infallible authority, partly 
as the teaching of that ancient law, which, as God, 

. ^ Eccles. xii. 13. * Ps. cxix. 96. 
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He had given, and uhich, as Man, He had learnt 
to obey. The Church, ever faithful to Christ, has 
expanded this, as we have noticed, into the twofold 
expression of our duty towards God, and our duty 
towards our neighbour : not as if her unfolded 
explanation were wiser than the suggestive and 
comprehensive doctrine of the Lord, but because 
we men and women and children need to be told, 
again and again, that each Commandment falls 
under one or other of these simple rules for obe- 
dience, enforced by the Son of God. And further, 
none is higher than the rest. It is not with the 
testimonies of God, as with the frivolous classifica- 
tions of the Scribes, who, in their " strivings about 
the Law," became "unprofitable and vain."* Our 
Blessed Lord shows us, as the Psalmist did of old, 
that we are to hold straight all God's Command- 
ments, and that all false ways we must utterly 
abhor.* Even though the duty towards God pre- 
cedes the duty towards our neighbour, yet the 
second is like unto the first. " The first,*' indeed, 
as has been beautifully said, **is the Sun, so to 
speak, of the spiritual life : the second, the lesser 
light, which reflects the shining of that other. It 
is like to it, inasmuch as both are laws of love : 

* Titus iii. 9. * Ps. cxix. 128. 
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both deduced from the great and highest love, 
both dependent on, * I am the Lord thy God/ '** 

2. Rising, then, from these as a tree from its 
roots, the Ten Commandments form the standard 
according to which we are to live, and by which we 
shall be judged. We are to observe them all, 
loyally and thoroughly. The instance of Balaam 
shows us what a perilous thing it is to seek in- 
dulgences with regard to particular precepts. Such 
characters, knowing well what real piety is, seeing 
clearly the path appointed for them, hearing with- 
out a doubt the voice of God which tells them 
what they are to do, and what they are not to do, 
go on shuffling with themselves, and, as Bishop 
Butler says, out of his deep knowledge of human 
nature, "are for making a composition with the 
Almighty. These of His commands they will 
obey : but as to others — why, they will make all the 
atonements in their power ; the ambitious, the 
covetous, the dissolute man, each in a way which 
shall not contradict his respective pursuit." * What 
a peculiar inward dishonesty is this! what fearful 
mockery of God ! what fatal self-deceit ! Find out, 
dear brother or sister, what thou lackest yet — 
which is thy darling sin— and then, for Christ's 

* Alford. 8 Butler's Sermons, vii. 
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sake, go and sacrifice it. We cannot do so with-t 
out trouble and pain ; but see, the door of tribula* 
tion opens, and we enter into the Kingdom . of 
God. 

3. The Scribe who listened to our Lord showed 
that he had caught the true spirit of His answer. 
Unlike the young man who went away sorrowful 
because he could not bring himself to render the 
complete service required of him, this questioner 
grasps " that principle in which Law and Gospel are 
one," and not only holds it, but is prepared to act 
upon it. The Saviour's commendation of him 
points this out quite clearly. Heaven had been 
disclosed to the Israelite, and he was, as it were, at 
the door. " Thou art not far from the Kingdom 
of God." Yet He did not say to him. Thou be^- 
longest to the Church, thou art already My sub- 
ject. For he needed still repentance and faith ere 
he could be of the number of Christ^s disciples. 
He was, it is true, already nearer in spirit than the 
hypocrite, or the formalist, who, outwardly belong- 
ing to the covenant, thought more of burnt-offerings 
and sacrifices than of the love of God and man. 
But yet he had to enter the fold, and he could not 
do so without acknowledging and forsaking his sin 
on the one hand, and, on the other, submitting 
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himself to the righteousness of Christ. We can- 
not doubt that this was his after-course, and that 
he was saved " from the untoward generation " 
which had lost its hold upon spiritual religion. But 
the point which should be specially brought home 
to ourselves is this : Is our observance of the laws 
of God ever accompanied by that faith in Jesus 
through whom our repentance is accepted, and in 
whom alone we can obtain forgiveness for having 
so often broken them. Repentance ahd faith were 
proiliised for us when we were baptized. Can it be 
safe to say, we will not now renew these promises 
for ourselves ? Or, if we have not been baptized, 
can our repentance be real or our faith thorough, 
when we will not act on our Saviour's teaching, 
" Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, 
he cannot enter into the Kingdom of Heaven"? 
Or, can we be altogether obedient children or true 
believers in the Lord, if we neglect His dying com- 
mand, " Do this in remembrance of Me " ? Does 
not this neglect show that we cannot bring our- 
selves to repent us truly of our former sins, stead- 
fastly purposing to lead a new life, have a lively 
faith in God's mercy through Christ, with a thank- 
ful remembrance of His Death, and be in Charity 
with all men ? 
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4. For, further, if (as has been shown) those 
earlier Commandments are as much the teaching 
of the Son as of the Father, and if (as we admit) 
the later teaching which the Son gave on earth is 
really none other than the teaching of the Father 
which sent Him, speaking from Heaven,^ then it is 
just as much our duty to observe His command- 
ments in relation to the two Sacraments as to fulfil 
in our own daily lives the ten words which God 
spake in the twentieth chapter of Exodus. Nor is 
that love, on which we have dwelt so often as the 
very spirit of a Christian's obedience, properly 
realized in us and by us, while we stand aloof from 
those ordinances of the Gospel which are all the 
more binding upon us, since the Author of them 
did away with the ceremonies of the Law. Surely 
Christ declares this plainly in those words with 
which we started at the outset : ® " He that hath 
My Commandments and keepeth them, he it is 
that loveth Me. ... If a man love Me, he will 
keep My words."* Oh, are there not some of us who 

"^ St. John xiv. lo : " I am in the Father, and the Father in Me : 
the words that I speak unto you I speak not of Myself." Again, 
verse 24 : ** He that loveth Me not keepeth not My sayings ; and 
the word which ye hear is not Mine, but the Father's which sent 
Me." 

8 See chapter i. ^^ St. John xiv. 21, 23. 
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do try to keep God^s Law, who do endeavour to 
be pure and sober and truthful, who search the 
Scriptures daily, and take delight in approaching to 
God — and yet, through some fear of men, some 
needless scruple, some want of thoroughness, can- 
not make up our minds to take this one brave 
step, to do that one thing which we know to be 
right and necessary ? Let us not hesitate. Christ 
will manifest Himself all the more to us, if we 
keep these sayings of His. Let us not hesitate. 
Christ may withdraw Himself from us, if, after all, 
we turn aside. Verily, that is a discreet remark, 
worthy of the Scribe himself, which comes to us 
from one of our German writers : ^ " If thou art not 
far off, enter : otherwise it would have been better 
to have been far off." 

5. But there is another caution, albeit not uttered 
by a wise man, which must be given now. This 
close approach to God, this readiness to do what- 
soever Jesus has commanded us, must be wrought 
in faith. It would be worse than useless to urge 
an impenitent man to be baptized, or a careless 
man to become a communicant. We cannot duly 
accomplish these injunctions of our Lord, until our 
hearts draw nigh to Him. We are to keep these, 
just as we are to follow His bidding to them that 

1 Bengel. 
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were of old timey because of oor faith. It is not 
outward observance which avails in Him, no, not 
even outward observance of His own sacred mys- 
teries, '^but faith which worketh by love.** But 
let a man be in earnest about his belief, convinced 
of his habitual sinfulness, assured that his one only 
hope of pardon, grace, and glory, is in the eternal 
Son of God ; and he will ever seek first to know, 
and then to do, the will of that Divine Saviour. 
Those who love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity 
will not need many ministerial calls to win them to 
anything which He has appointed. They ask Him 
with a guileless heart, " Lord, what wilt Thou have 
me to do ? " And whatever be His answer, " Arise, 
and be baptized/' or, " Do this in remembrance of 
Me," or, " Search the Scriptures," they bend them- 
selves to do the thing that pleaseth Him. 

6. And since His "New Commandment" for 
us all IS the law of love, and the spirit in which 
He would have us keep the Old Commandments 
is the spirit of love, we must be ever reaching forth 
to the service of children, instead of the mere task- 
work of slaves. As love is the spirit in which we 
show the obedience of faith, so will this heavenly 
grace dispose us always to a complete subjection. 
*• Love is the fulfilling of the Law."^ For as, in 

' Rom. xiii. lo. 
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the one Table, " love worketh no ill to his neigh- 
bour," either in dishonour or dishonesty, unclean- 
ness or uncharitableness, false witness or covetous 
practices, so, in the other, if we love God with all 
our heart, we shall not only obey the First Com- 
mandment (which contains the principle of faith 
and affection towards God), but all the rest which 
teach us how to worship Him, to reverence His 
Holy Name and His Word, and to serve Him 
truly all the days of our life. The love of God 
draws us — not as a mere dry thankless toil, but 
as a delightsome thing — ^to keep His sacred day 
by attending in His Courts, and devoutly seeking 
at His Table the spiritual refreshment of our 
souls. The love of the Blessed Spirit leads us, not 
only to rest in the joy and peace of that one finished 
Sacrifice, but to go forth, in the strength of the 
Lord, for the labours of charity among all with 
whom we have to do. 

7. And yet again, this mighty influence of love 
will prevent all half-heartedness in God's work, all 
double-mindedness in regard to His Holy Will. I 
am to love God with all my heart, with all my 
mind, with all my soul, and with all my strength. 
The powers of my body, kept for Him in soberness 
and purity, the faculties of my mind, invigorated 
by thought and study, the affection of my heart, 

M 2 
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ever deepening in the contemplation of the Cross— 
the graces of my immortal soul, receiving more and 
more " of His fulness " — all these in His sole glory 
must unite — all these, though it be the work of a 
lifetime, must gradually be devoted to Him, sacri- 
ficed for Him, because of His precious Death. 
There can be no grudging obedience, no withhold- 
ing of any service, in those who recollect that He 
has died for them. 

And now, in conclusion, as we thoughtfully con- 
sider these Commandments and compare them 
with our own unworthy lives, there should be much 
to occupy us alike as to the past, the present, and 
the future. Yes, and if there be much to sadden us 
as to the past^ and many difficulties and hindrances 
in this present time, yet the future, we shall find, 
is fraught with the most cheering and glorious en- 
couragements to withstand the temptations of the 
world, the flesh, and the devil, and to follow God 
on the path of Christian duty and Christian suffer* 
ing. Let us take these in order, and think of them 
when we are alone ; it may be we shall have cause 
to say with the most intense thankfulness some 
day, " I will never forget thy Compiandments ; 
for with them Thou hast quickened me.^ 

(i.) As to what is past, begin with an honest 

3 Ps, cxix. 93. 
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examination of yourself, and that, not only with a 
view to the Holy Communion, of which you wish 
some time to partake, but also in the thought of-^ 

"That far-off Divine Event, 
To which the whole creation moves," 

that end, so distant possibly, yet withal so near, 
the judgment of the last great day. It will be a 
righteous judgment, for the heart-searching Lord 
" will render to every man according to his deeds : 
to them who by patient continuance in well-doing 
seek for glory and honour and immortality, eternal 
life ; but unto them that are contentious, and do 
not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, in- 
dignation and wrath, tribulation and anguish, upon 
every soul of man that doeth evil."* The words 
(and, oh, how many there are like them throughout 
the Bible !) are awful enough to make the dis- 
obedient among us tremble and repent. Even 
such an one as the Psalmist, as he thought upon his 
life and measured it by the rule of God's Com- 
mandments, felt that he must turn his feet unto 
God's testimonies, ay, he made haste, and delayed 
not, to keep those righteous judgments.* How 
needful must it be for us! God grant that we may 
so repent, in the sorrow of a broken and contrite 

^ Rom. ii. 5—9. " Ps. cxix. 59, 60. 
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heart, that we too may be enabled to say those 
words which express both comfort and resolution, 
" I have acknowledged my ways, and Thou 
heardest me : O teach me Thy statutes." 

(2.) And then, as to the living present which, by 
God's mercy, we can still call our own, let us go 
forward on the narrow way of diligent and loving 
obedience. This is essential for us. For repen- 
tance is that whereby we forsake sin, rather than 
only grieve for it ; and when we rightly seek for 
mercy, it is that we may go forth at last, or go 
forth once more, to fulfil the bidding, and to fight 
the battle, of the Captain of our salvation. Re- 
pentance, indeed, must be again and again renewed. 
Often though we eat that Bread, and drink that 
Cup, in obedience to His commands, we have ever 
to be praying in His Name, " Forgive us all that 
is past." Again and again, with the shame of a 
beaten soldier, yet not with the despair of a hope- 
lessly defeated one, we have to utter that fervent 
desire, " Grant that we may ever hereafter serve 
and please Thee in newness of life."^ Yes, we are 
pardoned for the past each time, and restored to 
the perfect freedom of God's children, on purpose 
that we may serve Him afresh, with all our might, 
and without a moment's delay. " I will run the 

• The Confession in the Communion Office. 
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way of Thy Commandments, when Thou hast set 
my heart at liberty." ' 

(3.) And, once more, as to the future. Ever abide 
in humble confidence and Christian expectation. 
That rule of holy living which is set before us, in- 
cludes within it not only the work of faith and the 
labours of love, but also the patience of hope, in 
our Lord Jesus Christ. For, remember, great be- 
yond all words of ours is the blessing of obedience. 
" Blessed are those that are undefiled in this way, 
and walk in the Law of the Lord. Blessed are 
they that keep His testimonies, and seek Him with 
their whole heart." But blessed also is the peni- 
tent, who returns to do the will of his Father: 
blessed the man who obeys in the midst of dark- 
ness, feeling the misery of doubt, but going on to 
do that will, for assuredly he shall know of the 
doctrine, and God shall stablish, strengthen, settle 
him in the faith once for all delivered to the 
saints. Hold fast that hope of pardon and en- 
lightenment, of peace and joy. It is a hope 
grounded not on cunningly devised fables, but on 
the Word of our Lord which endureth for ever — a 
hope which need not change with the changing 
surface-waters of the world, but goes down deep 
*' as an anchor of the soul both sure and steadfast," 

7 Ps. cxix. 32. 
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right on to that Rock which is Christ — ^a hope 
which takes us from the sight of the Paradise 
which was lost to us all by man's first disobedience, 
to that great central fact of the Cross and Passion 
of our Lord, the One Righteous Man, whom we 
learn not only to believe in, but to obey, and so to 
that eternal kingdom which He has opened by His 
Resurrection to all believers, to all who accomplish 
His will. 

There, not in a vision, but in a revelation, the 
tree of life which had vanished from us in that 
primeval garden of the Fall, reappears, through the 
Saviour, by the everlasting stream of the New 
Garden of God ;® and the voice that issues forth 
from that glorious Home of Paradise restored is the 
voice which first told us of the path of faith and 
duty, giving us now the unspeakable comfort of His 
never-failing promise : " Blessed are they that do 
His Commandments, that they may have right to 
the Tree of Life, and may enter in through the gates 
into the City."' 

^ See Rev. xxii. 2. ' Rev. xxii. 14. 

THE END. 
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